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Russia’s participation in the Bologna Process involves 
a large-scale adaptation of educational standards, cur-
ricula and plans for the development of student exchange 
programs, issuing Russian and foreign diplomas of higher 
professional education. It also meansthe development of 
cooperation with European universities,French universi-
ties in particular.

Increasing cooperation between universities and re-
search centers and promoting mobility of students in 
both directions are extremely important for further 
development of cooperation and strengthening ties be-
tween Russia and France, for training highly qualified 
personnel for joint Russian-French projects and for the 
expansion of economic connections and exports.

While in the academic year of 2007/08 only 40 uni-
versities out of 215 Russian universities which develop 
programmes with foreign partners carried out such joint 
programmes with issuing double diplomas in 92 pro-
grams, in 2014, there were already 73 universitiesactively 
workingwith 238 double diploma programmes.The larg-
est number of joint programmes is implemented by uni-
versities in Russia and France [Burkelet al.]. There were 
over 160 agreements on double diploma programmes 
signed between Russian and French universities by the 
beginning of 2015. Double diploma programmesare one 
of the most popular and interesting forms of joint educa-
tionaluniversity programmes. 

As far as this way of cooperation is concerned, French 
universities are ahead of German and UK universities. In 
June 2015, a bilateral agreementon mutual recognition of 
education, qualifications and degrees was signedby the 
governments of the Russian Federation and the French 
Republic.  

RANEPA also became involved in the development of 
joint educational programmes (JEPs) aimed at issuing-

double diplomaswith a number of European universities. 
This process needs serious scientific and methodological 
elaboration, explanation of the methodological compo-
nent, selection of innovative teaching methods. It also 
calls for selecting main areas of professional training and 
setting priorities in the development of joint educational 
programmes. The educational and methodological base 
of the partner University of Nice SophiaAntipolis (UNS 1) 
becomes an experimental platform for the development 
and adaptation of joint educational programmes for dif-
ferent departments of RANEPA.

UNS is one of 20 French universities (out of 300-400 
universities in France)included in the Shanghai rank-
ing (Academic Ranking of World Universities) and the 
sixth French university included in the ranking of the 
University of Leiden (which takes the 135th place in the 
world).UNS has sevendepartments, four institutes and 
two schools; it offers high-quality study programmes, a 
wide range of bachelor’s and master’s programmes which 
meet the expectations of students and areadapted to the 
conditions of the labor market. 

UNS is involved in a large number of programmes of 
academic cooperation which are financed by the Euro-
pean Union or within the framework of Campus France. 
UNS signed more than 180 large-scale agreements with 
universities around the world, including 28 agreements 
on issuing double diplomas.

There are three waysin which JEP models are realize-

1	 The University of Nice Sophia Antipolis, which was established in 
1965, is a classical university. In 2015, there are more than 25,000 
students, about 1,500 teachers and researchers. The university has 
12 main campuses. Because of its geographical location, UNS attracts 
foreign students of 131 nationalities, which is 18.5% of the total 
number of students (4,500 people).
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datthe extensive (quantitative) stage of their 
development:

There is practical borrowingof the pro-
gramme of a foreign university (franchising).

Students take two similar programmes of 
study at partner universitiessimultaneously 
(which leads to information overload of stu-
dents and a sharp reduction in the number of 
students who have successfully completed both 
programmes).

There is a real adaptation of programmes 
which is based on the creation of one integrat-
ed joint programme accepted by two partner 
universities.

Most of the existing joint programs of Russian and 
European universities carry out the second model of dual 
diploma programmes which is least effective but most 
time-consuming.

In our opinion, however, the latter model, which is 
not common now,will provide the future for joint inter-
national programmes at their intensive phase of imple-
mentation.

The transition to the intensive development of JEPs is 
aimed to:

gradually resolve institutional issues (for example, an 
agreement on mutual recognition of educational qualifi-
cations and degrees between Russia and France has been 
signed),

actively introduce an intensive language learning in 
obligatory and optional programmes at Russian universi-
ties (which becomes their major competitive advantage 
to attract more applicants and significantly expands the 
demand forJEP), and

exploit modern innovative educational, management 
and information technologies in the educational process.

That is why the models of double certification at the 
intensive stage of JEP development are based on the fol-
lowing mandatory elements: the development and imple-
mentation of the regulatory and procedural framework 
for international educational cooperation,the mass in-
troduction of intensive language learning programmesat 
partner universities and the creation of integrated joint 
programmes adopted by partner universities. 

The JEP models based on mutual recognition of dis-
ciplines studiedthroughout the entire period of study 
at the national university are becoming more and more 
common. Also, as a rule, one-year compulsory study in a 
foreign university is part of this model(when it comes to 
France, it means that Russian bachelor’s students must 
study there for a year at the level of L3, master’s students 
– for a yearat the level M1 or M2, and postgraduate stu-
dents - 6 months out of each year of study). This eliminates 
the need for parallel and full study of two programmes at 
both universities; mutual recognition is based on trust in 
the methods and quality of the educational process in the 
partner universities. There has been a gradual introduc-
tion ofrecognition mechanisms: recognition of parts of 
programmes, whole programmes andgraduation docu-
ments in partner universities. Partner universities award 

diplomas (usually of the state standard) to students who 
have successfully mastered JEP and have gone through 
one year of mobility experience.

JEP almost of any model involves the use of modern in-
novative educational, management and information tech-
nologies in the educational process. Thus UNS provides 
the following opportunities, which are widely used by 
both students and teachers: a virtual office with groups of 
disciplines and a set of necessary materials (for instance, 
lesson plans for each class, lists of required reading, 
reference materials, practical tasks and their solutions, 
archives with exam questions and answers, etc.),an online 
digital library, possibilities for video conferences, special 
e-learning systems for teachers (JALON, Adobe and Skype 
Connect), etc.

According to the report of 2014 [Burkelet al., p.11], 
the structure of joint educational programmes of dual 
certification between Russian universities and universi-
ties in the EU is as follows: out of 238 programmes, 20% 
of the programmes are implemented at the bachelor’s 
level, 9% - with specialists, 65% - double master’s pro-
grammes, 6% - double post-graduate programmes.

The comparative analysis of current implementa-
tion models of JEP. Model1.Bachelor’sprogrammes, 
the traditional model.

This model is based mainly on a complete borrowing of 
the programmefrom a foreign partner university.The model 
involves parallel studying ofmost subjects (over 50%) of 
a foreignpartner university during the whole period of 
study,taking written examinations in the foreign language 
every semester with the exams being graded in the for-
eign university. It is obligatory for a national university to 
haveprofessors who are capable of teaching disciplines of a 
foreign partner university in that foreign language.

 The model is time-consuming to implement for both 
students and teachers. Students, in fact, have to study for 
two different coursessimultaneously, take twice as many 
examinations and follow different requirements. All these 
problems lead to the fact that the number of students who 
have successfully completed two different programmes 
simultaneously is extremely small, whereas the number 
of students participating in the programme has beenei-
ther rising very slightly or reducing in recent years.

Model 2. Bachelor’sprogrammes withJEP based on 
one-year exchange programme.

The main building of the University of Nice, Chateau Valrose. Photo: archive
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This programmeof double diplomas is based on a 
study abroad internship in UNS for students in their third 
(and final) year of a bachelor’s programmein RANEPA. 
This programme represents a unique opportunity for 
students to obtain two state diplomas of partner univer-
sities for just one year of study in a partner university, 
unlike the programmes of the first model (with mobility 
during one or two semesters, but with the completion 
of two programmes of partner universities throughout 
the whole study period). The University of Nice Sophia 
Antipolisplans to implement such programmes with sev-
eral European partners: the University of Turin, the Uni-
versity of Ferrara, the University of Kosice, the University 
of Oldenburg, the University of Seville and RANEPA.

When it comes to cooperation between RANEPA and 
the University of Nice Sophia Antipolis, the following two 
inter-institutional agreements lie in the foundation of 
thisJEP model:

the agreement of cooperation between these two uni-
versities, and

theagreement of a joint educational programme.
The first agreement regulates interuniversity coopera-

tion, and essentially it is the basis for the development 
of cooperation in the fields of education and science; it 
involves academic exchange and double certification pro-
grammes.The second agreement (about JEPs), which is 
developed by partnering departments, implements JEPs 
and regulates the cooperation of the parties as regard-
stheir implementation.

Let’s look at the exampleof the JEP aimed to train stu-
dents for 38.03.04“State and municipal management”with 
a specialization in“Politics and Law” (bachelor’sdegree). 
IPAM ofRANEPA has two compulsory modules (the 
French and Russian modules) and one optional module 
(it is to be accomplished in France). The Russian students 
enrolled in this JEP programme are taught in Russian in 
the 1st-4th and 7th-8th semesters at the site of IPAM. This 
training period is called the Russian Module.In the 5th-
6th semesters students are taughtin French in UNS, and 
this period is called the French Module.

The French students who are enrolled in this JEP are 
taught during the first six semesters at UNS, and this 
period is called the French Module. In the 7th and 8th se-
mesters the French students are taught in Russian at the 
site of IPAM, and this period is called the Russian Module.

Model 3. Joint Master’s programmes.
The most common form of JEP with awarding two 

diplomas - 65% of the existing double diploma pro-
grammes in 2014 between Russian andEU universi-
ties –is joint master’s programmes. Master’sprogrammes 
provide more opportunities for their integration with 
master’sprogrammes of a partner university because they 
are much less regulated by educational standards. 

Thus, according to the Russian educational standards 
of the third generation, 75% of the curriculum can be 
diverse and be given theauthor’s approach [Krasnova et 
al.,P.40]. As a rule, a joint master’s programme means 
oneyear of studying in the partner university and one 
year in the national university.The main point, despite the 

differences in educational programmes, is that a master’s 
degree corresponds to the curriculum in120 ECTS. It is 
noteworthy to mention that in France it is not necessary, 
after finishing the 1st level of master’s, to continue study 
at the 2nd levelwhich makes it easier to a certain extent to 
prepare and regulate a joint master’s programme.Besides, 
it becomes increasingly widespread to teach master’s 
programmes in English.

Model 4. Programmes of double postgraduate pro-
grammes. 

These programmes are presented in two types: jointsu-
pervision in apostgraduate school and a joint programme 
of double postgraduate studies (COTUTELLE).

Joint supervision of a postgraduate student can be car-
ried out both withinthe framework agreement between 
partner universities and without it. This supervision is 
realized in the form of joint consultations ofpostgraduate 
students with their supervisor at the university in their own 
country and the partner university. This study finisheswith 
students defending their researchworkat the university of 
their country, the process of which goes according to the 
accepted rules of this country, and their obtaining a diploma 
(a candidate of sciences in Russia).

The second form –a joint postgraduate school - is a 
more complex form of study which results instudents’ 
obtaining two diplomas - a candidate of sciences in Russia 
and a PhD at the partner university.

It goes without saying that all current models of JEP 
cannot be realized without students having an appropri-
ate level of foreign language proficiency while studying 
at a foreign university (for example, to study in France 
bachelor’s students must have aninternational certificate 
of French DELF B2, master’s and postgraduate students 
- DELF C1).Moreover, these requirements become man-
datory whenagreements on any model of JEP are signed.

For this reason, the organization of intensive foreign 
language courses in the first two years of studying for 
a bachelor’s degree lays the foundation for intensive 
development of JEP and is paramount for the successful 
implementation of any model of JEP. The task of students’ 
achieving the required levels is accomplished in different 
ways: provisionof mandatory language courses with at 

The signing of the protocol of intent between the RANEPA (V.A. Mau) 
and Mayor’s Office of Nice in the framework of the visit of the Mayor of 
Nice - Christian Estrosi to Moscow in November 2014 / Source - RANEPA
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least 6-8 hours per week during the 
first six semesters at any JEP, organi-
zation of additional language courses 
(ranging from 144 to 500 hoursin 
length), on-site intensive language 
courses in a partner university, sum-
mer and winter language schools.

The result of language learning 
has to be a certificate proving the 
appropriate language level.The uni-
versities can be in charge of conduct-
ing examinations (via the appropri-
ate infrastructure). Students are free 
to choose the way or combine a few 
ways to learn the language.

Summing up the brief analysis, we 
would like to note that in the frame-
work of joint educational RANEPA-
UNS programmes the following workhas been done:

Standards, curricula ofUNS programmes in the hu-
manities, management, economics, law and other spe-
cializations were analyzed in order to adapt them to the 
Russian standards.

Such areas of cooperation as joint research, JEP for 
humanities, administration, economics, law and other 
specializationswere proposed.

There has been an analysis of existing models of JEP 
as well as testing of new models of joint higher education 
programmes with French universities, including net-
working anddistant learningcourses taught by European 
professors.

In practical terms, our proposals require:
the development of joint educational programmes 

between UNS and RANEPA,

selection and justification of innovative teaching 
methods used for joint study programmes,

updating the regulatory framework of JEP at all stages 
of the educational process: the undergraduate, graduate 
and postgraduate,

the development of the trajectory (“roadmap learn-
ing”) foran individual curriculum for students who are 
enrolled in the double diploma programme.

In conclusion, it should be noted that the combination 
of human and technological resources of partner univer-
sities is aimed at the implementation of new approaches 
to meet the needs of students and employers and develop 
quality and effective double diploma programmes; at 
expandingstudent exchange programmes – within the 
framework ofintensive language programmes as well.

Rector of (the University of) Nice - Frederik Vidal and Rector of the RANEPA Vladimir Mau are 
signing an agreement about the 1st language module of the students of the RANEPA in Nice in 
2014. According to the agreement – students from the IPAM have studied in Nice for 3,5 months, 
learning French in the first part of the day and the subjects of their main program in the academy 
in the second part of the day. / Source - communications department of the University of Nice
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