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A Political Landslide in Hungary 
Challenges Orbán’s Regime and 
the EU
Dr. András Rácz

German Council on Foreign Relations e. V.

Viktor Orbán, expecting a far-right surge, previously framed the recent European Parliament election as a “revolutionary 
moment for Brussels.” Instead, it turned out to be a revolutionary moment against him at home. The new Tisza party of Péter 
Magyar, a former ruling party appointee, practically eradicated the traditional opposition forces in Hungary and weakened 
Viktor Orbán’s Fidesz. This has consequences not only for the country’s domestic politics but also its role in the EU.

On June 9, European Parliament (EP) 
elections were held in Hungary togeth-
er with municipal ones. According to 
the results, Péter Magyar’s Tisza party 
fundamentally reshaped the political 
landscape and swept away most of the 
traditional opposition parties. Tisza 
gained 29.69 percent of all votes cast 
in the EP elections, ranking second be-
hind the 44.62 percent of Fidesz, the 
worst result of Fidesz in any EP elec-
tions. Meanwhile, other opposition 
parties got a lot weaker. Some – like 
the Socialists; the liberal Momentum; 
the right-centrist, formerly radical 
Jobbik; and several smaller formations 
– lost practically all their EP voters. 
This forecasts that these parties will 
hardly survive the upcoming 2026 na-
tional elections, which may well be 
a bipolar struggle between Orbán’s 
 Fidesz and its main challenger, Péter 
Magyar’s Tisza.

On the municipal and local level, 
Tisza participated only to a very lim-
ited extent because the short time of 
its existence did not permit it to have 
enough candidates. Yet the general 

trend there was the same: significant 
parts of the population turned away 
from both Viktor Orbán and traditional 
opposition parties and instead favored 
non-systemic forces. In Budapest, the 
incumbent opposition mayor, Gergely 
Karácsony, preserved his position. It 
should be noted, however, that he only 
won very narrowly over Dávid Vitézy, 
a candidate who ran as an indepen-
dent although he was supported by 
Fidesz. In the Budapest assembly, the 
Tisza party gained ten seats, equal to 
 Orbán’s Fidesz.

These were the first elections in which 
Péter Magyar’s newly institutional-
ized political force, the Tisza par-
ty, participated. Tisza is an acronym, 
composed of parts of the Hungarian 
words “respect” (tisztelet) and “free-
dom” (szabadság), as well as the name 
of the country’s second-largest riv-
er. The party has a right-centrist po-
litical agenda with a strong focus on 
anti-corruption. It employs an of-
ten-populist rhetoric about the need to 
replace the old political elites of both 
the government and the opposition. 

This agenda resonates extremely well 
among large segments of the Hungari-
an population and managed to activate 
at least half a million voters who had 
previously been politically passive and 
disillusioned. The formerly dormant 
party, taken over by Péter Magyar in 
April 2024, is on the rise throughout 
the entire country with a rapidly grow-
ing number of activists.

HUNGARY SHIFTING 
TO THE RIGHT IN THE 
EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT

The most important change after the 
June election is that the entire Hun-
garian representation in the Euro-
pean Parliament shifted toward the 
Right. Hungary holds 21 seats there. 
According to the final results, Viktor 
Orbán’s coalition, the Fidesz-Chris-
tian Democrats, will have 11 of them in 
the new EP. Although this is two man-
dates fewer than the 13 they gained in 
2019,  Fidesz is still the absolute winner 
among Hungary’s political parties. 
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The Tisza party received seven man-
dates, which is an unprecedentedly 
strong result from a newly established 
party. The leftist-populist Democratic 
Coalition party of former Prime Min-
ister Ferenc Gyurcsány lost half of its 
previous four seats. Neither the So-
cialist party nor the Jobbik passed the 
five percent threshold. This was also 
true for the liberal Momentum, which 
had two seats between 2019 and 2024. 
Instead, the far-right, anti-Western, 
and pro-Russian Our Homeland (Mi 
Hazánk) party made it into the EP by 
gaining one seat.

Regarding their membership in the po-
litical groups of the new European Par-
liament, the European People’s Party 
(EPP) is already negotiating with Péter 
Magyar about the Tisza party joining 
its ranks. Manfred Weber, its president, 
openly invited Magyar into the EPP. 

The loss of the seats of the two mem-
bers of European Parliament (MEPs) 
from Momentum fits into the trend of 
liberal political parties getting weak-
er in this election. The fallout also 
extends to Renew Europe, the parlia-
mentary group to which Momentum 
belongs. Meanwhile, the MEP from 
the far-right Our Homeland party will 
most probably join the Identity and 
Democracy (ID) group, thus contrib-
uting to the strengthening of forces 
hostile to the EU and NATO. Still, the 
rightist-conservative “revolution” in 
the EP that Orbán expected did not 
materialize. This election only made 
his own Fidesz party weaker.

It is not yet clear which political group 
Orbán’s party will join. Now having 11 
MEPs, Orbán is a comparatively less 
valuable partner to any political group 
than he was in 2019 when he had two 
mandates more. Hence, his ambitions 
about forging a united Euroskep-
tic political group in the EP under his 
leadership were made even more un-
realistic than they already had been. 
This is particularly true because  Orbán 
has not become any less toxic as a 

coalition partner. Not only does Hun-
gary have prevailing rule of law prob-
lems, but it also maintains close ties to 
Russia and China, the latter illustrated 
by the 3-day visit of China’s President 
Xi  Jinping to Budapest in mid-May. 
Hence, it is far from evident that the 
European Conservatives and Reform-
ists (ECR), dominated by Italy’s Prime 
Minister Giorgia Meloni, would risk 
losing other members for the sake of 
Orbán’s 11 seats. Meanwhile, if Orbán 
joined the ID, where the extreme-right 
Alternative for Germany (AfD) sat un-
til May 2024 and intends to return, he 
would risk further damaging Hungary’s 
already strained ties with Berlin. If not 
invited by the ECR, it may well happen 
that Orbán waits out the end of the 
Hungarian Presidency of the Council of 
the European Union in December 2024 
before starting to push for joining any 
other political groups to avoid any un-
necessary tensions. 

HUNGARY IS PREPARING 
FOR A LOW-PROFILE, 
CONSTRUCTIVE EU 
PRESIDENCY

The reshuffling of the Hungarian polit-
ical landscape does not affect the plans 
of the upcoming Hungarian EU Presi-
dency. Unlike in France or Belgium, the 
relative weakening of the government 
did not result in early elections. Hence, 
the Hungarian government will con-
tinue to prepare for taking over the EU 
presidency in July 2024 and conducting 
it in an orderly manner.

In Hungary’s political system, EU af-
fairs are run by a separate ministry 
that is led by János Bóka, an experi-
enced, constructive technocrat.  Bóka 
has served as Viktor Orbán’s “EU sher-
pa” for years and enjoys the prime min-
ister’s trust. The fact that EU affairs 
belong to a dedicated ministry may 
well help mitigate the problems origi-
nating from the unusually close ties of 
Hungary’s Minister of Foreign Affairs 
and Trade, Péter Szijjártó, with Russia. 

RULE OF LAW 
PROCEDURE WILL 
BECOME MORE 
COMPLICATED

In the longer run, the restructuring 
of Hungary’s political representation 
in the European Parliament may still 
complicate the EP’s work related to Bu-
dapest. The reason is that the incom-
ing MEPs from Péter Magyar’s Tisza 
party, unlike the previous MEPs from 
the Socialists and Momentum whom 
they are replacing, are fairly critical of 
the rule of law procedure. One of their 
core objectives is to restart the flow of 
EU funds to Hungary – a goal that they 
share with the agenda of Orbán. 

Therefore, it will become more com-
plicated for the EP to rely on the work 
of Hungarian MEPs in maintaining and 
supporting the rule of law procedure 
with continuous updates and assess-
ments. In the previous EP, the two 
Momentum MEPs, Anna Donáth and 
Katalin Cseh, played a pioneering rule 
in doing so. In the new setup, however, 
there will be no Hungarian MEP able or 
willing to continue this work.

GERMANY NEEDS TO 
PREPARE FOR THE 
EROSION OF THE 
ORBÁN SYSTEM

The sudden rise of the Tisza party is 
another indicator of the gradual weak-
ening of Viktor Orbán’s regime. Hun-
gary’s low economic growth paired 
with its still high inflation, high budget 
deficit, and low wages stands in sharp 
contrast with how the elites close to 
Orbán keep accumulating wealth by 
misusing state funds. In addition to 
being challenged by the country’s eco-
nomic troubles, the regime lost two 
prominent politicians this spring in an 
unprecedentedly serious scandal relat-
ed to pedophilia. Consequently, both 
President Katalin Novák and Minister 
of Justice Judit Varga had to resign – 
the latter had been tapped to lead the 
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EP list of Fidesz. These EP elections 
again demonstrated that resistance is 
growing against Orbán and his party 
within Hungarian society and that, de-
spite the regime’s overwhelming do-
mestic propaganda apparatus, it is less 
and less able to defuse these tensions.

Still, the Hungarian political system 
has been designed for prioritizing sta-
bility. The next parliamentary elections 
are scheduled to take place in spring 
2026. Hence, unless Orbán decides to 
go for early elections – which he is un-
likely to do, as he would most probably 
lose his current constitutional super-
majority – Hungary will still be run by 
the Fidesz government for at least two 
more years. Growing domestic, eco-
nomic, and foreign policy tensions are 
unlikely to reach any explicit break-
ing point; instead, a continued, grad-
ual degradation is likely in the overall 
efficiency of governance in Hungary. 
The weakening Orbán system is high-
ly likely to keep leveraging on its re-
maining veto positions in the European 
Union to demonstrate power at home 
and possibly get much-needed finan-
cial concessions from the EU. This will 
make Budapest an increasingly com-
plicated partner in matters of common 
EU foreign policy.
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