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BikoBa gnckpumiHauia Ha poboTi
Ta AeAKi po34yMu 3 Oro/iolleHb
npo po6oTy: npukaag TypeyumHu

®yam Mant

tYHigepcumem Cakapis,
CepadisaH, Type44uHa

MeTa po6oTM - mMpoaHanizyBaTM CWTyalildo 3a BiKOBO
AVCKPUMIHALLED Ha poboTi Ta HagaTu Aeski po3gymu 3
Oro/IoLieHb Npo poboTy Ha NpuKanagi TypeuinHu.

Aumsaitn/MeToga/MNAaH gocnigkeHHs. Lie 40C/iaKeHHA NpeaCcTaBAse
obmexeHe  300pakeHHA  BIiKOBOI  AWCKpUMIHaLf, WO
Tpan/iAeTbcA B TypeuuuHi, 3gilicHeHe LW/AAXOM  aHanisy
Oro/IoLeHb Npo poboTy.

Peryabtatn pgocaigkeHHAa. OgHe 3 HaWbifbll  KPUTUHHMX
AemorpadiyHuMx nuUTaHb A48 BCbOro CBiTY, 0CO6/MBO A/A
PO3BUHEHOrO, - CTapiHHA. Lie Ma€e Bax/MBe 3Ha4€HHA, OCKi/IbKK
BMMara€ BCTaHOB/IEHHA [EAKUX KPUTUHHUX HOPM, L0 MaloTb
E€KOHOMIYHI Ta coujianbHi HacigKK. Mig vac TeHaeHUiT cTapiHHA
wyKkadi poboTM cTaplue nNeBHOro BiKY Ha PWHKax mnpaui
CTUKAOTbCA 3 BIKOBOKO AMCKPUMIHALiED. Xo4a B HaraTbox
KpaiHax, AK PO3BUHEHUX, TaK i TUX, LLLO PO3BMUBAIOTbLCA, iCHYIOTb
AeAKi 3aKOHOAaBYi HOPMU NPOTU BIKOBOI ANCKPUMIHALT, BOHa
33/IMWIAETBCA  HalBaX/MBiWOW  GOpMOO  AUCKPUMIHALT.
MogibHy  AWCKpUMIHALilO  MOXHa serko  nobauutu y
Oro/IOLWEHHAX Mpo poboTy. LWo6 BUABUTM Takuit BUA
AVCKPUMIHALT B LIbOMY A0C/iAXEHHI BUBYEHO MOHag, NiBTOPH
TMCAYi OrosoweHb npo po6oTy, poamiwennx ISKUR -
AEep)KaBHOIO  areHLjelo  3alHATOCTI TypeyuuHu, y MmicTax
Mapmyposoro perioHy TypeuunHu. BuasaeHo, o 6amsbKo 20%
yCix OrosioweHb nMpo poboTy BKasylOTb NeBHY 3aABYy LW0A40
BIKOBOTrO OOMeKeHHA.

O6MmexKeHHA AoC/igKeHH:A/TTepcnekTUBU NOAANBLUMX AOCAIAKEHD.
Xo4a /e BiKOBe 3HA4eHHs, 3a3HadeHe poboTogaBuAMM B
peknami, He oO3Hayae abconOTHOro  PpiBHA  BiKOBOI
AVCKPUMIHALT, 20% € XWUTTEBO BaX/MBUM HaCAAKOM ANA
TAKOro poay AUCKpUMIiHaLi, a TakoX uA uMdpa BKasye Ha
HeOob6XigHICTb AeTa/IbHUX NOAA/BLUMX AOC/IAKEHD.

Tun cTaTTi — emMnipuyHUii.

Katouosi cn108a: AnckpumiHaLisa 3a Bikom; cTapiHHA; TypeyymHa.
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Bo3pacTHas gUCKpUMMHUHALMA Ha paboTe
M HEKOTOPbIe PasMblILL/IEHUA U3 06 bAB/NIEHUIA
0 BaKaHcuAX: npumep Typumm

®yam Mant

tYHusepcumem Cakapes,
CepousaH, Typyus

Lesb paboTbl — NpoaHa/AM3MPOBaTh CUTYaLMIO C AUCKPUMMUHALIMEN
no BO3pacTy Ha paboTe M nNpeACTaBUTb HEKOTOpble
pasmbllieHna 06 06bABAEHMAX O BaKaHCMAX Ha npumepe
Typuun.

Aunzaiin/MeToa/llAaH  UccnefoBaHMA. DTO  UCC/IeAO0BaHWe
npegcraeaneT coboit OorpaHu4eHHoe n3obpaxeHue
AVCKPUMMHALMK MO BO3PacTy, MMEILWEen mecto B Typuuu,
no/ly4eHHOe NyTeM aHa/M3a 06bAB/IEHUIM O BaKaHCHAX.

PesyibTathl uccnegoBaHuA. OgHa M3 camblX  Cepbe3HbIX
Aemorpadpuyeckmx npobsem Ana Bcero Mmpa, 0cobeHHo AnA
pasBUTOro, — 3TO CTapeHue. JTO BaXKHO, MOCKO/bKY TpebyeT
MPUHATUA HEKOTOPbIX BaXHbIX MPaBW/, KOTOpble WMelT
3KOHOMMYECKMe U colma/bHble nocaeacTsunda. Bo Bpemsa sToi
TeHAEHUMN CTapeHMA COMCKaTe/M ONpeaeNeHHOro BO3pacTa
Ha PpblHKe TpyAa CTa/ZKMBAOTCA C AWCKPUMMHaUMER no
BO3pacTy. XOTA MHOrMe CTpaHbl, Kak pa3BuTble, TaK MU
pasBMBalOLIMECA, MMEIOT HEKOTOpble MNpaBOBble HOPMb,
3anpeuiarowme ANCKPUMUHaLMIO MO BO3PacTy, OHa OCTaeTcA
BaKHeliLlen dopmoit AVNCKPUMMUHALN. NogobHyto
AVNCKPUMMHALMIO MOXHO /1€TKO YBMAETb B OOBAB/AEHMAX O
BaKaHcMAX. YTOObI BbIABATL TaKOro poAa AUCKPUMUHALMIO, B
3TOM MCC/eq0BaHuM  m3ydeHo 6osiee nosytopa  ThicAd
06bABAEHUI O  BakaHCMAX, pasmeltenHbix  ISKUR -
roCyAapCTBEHHbIM areHTCTBOM 3aHATOCTM TypuuM B ropogax
MpamopHoro pervoHa Typuum,. BbisiB/1€HO, 4TO NOYTH 20% BCEX
06bAB/IEHMIA O BaKaHCHAX CO/APXaT KaKne-TO OrpaHUyeHus Mo
BO3pacTy.

OrpaHuyeHus nccaepoBanuit/llepcnekTmBbl AanbHeNmnX
ucc/efoBaHuii. XOTA Camo 3HaveHue BO3pacTa, yKasaHHoe
paboTtogatensammn B peksname, He O3Ha4aeT abCoMOTHOro
YPOBHA AWCKPUMUHALMM MO BO3PacTy, OAHAKO 20% ABAAIOTCA
KM3HEHHO  BaXKHbIM  3HaYeHWMeM [A/A  Takoro  poga
AVCKPUMMHALMK, a Takxe 3Ta uuppa nogpasymesaeTt
Heo6X0AUMOCTb NOAPOBHBIX Aa/IbHENLLIMX UCC1eA0BAHUIA.

Tun cTatbm — 3MI'IVIPM‘-I€CKMﬁ.

Kniouesble croea: AMCKpUMUHALMA MO BO3PACTy; cTapeHue; TypLua.
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1. Introduction

demonstrated in the following section, many countries'

population is getting older while the birth rate is falling. In one
of the recent statements, the president of Russia, Vladimir Putin,
takes attention to the demographic crises in his country. In his
statement, Putin insists on a need "to do more to encourage new
births and support young families”(The Associated Press, 2020).
Similar statements are quite common for Turkey's president,
Recep Tayyip Erdogan, who frequently but especially during
attended wedding ceremonies recommends the newlywed
couples to have at least three children. Shortly most countries can
easily see the demographic trends and try to intervene. On the
other hand, we have another story which is mostly a consequence
of this trend for labor markets, namely age discrimination.

:: urrently, many countries faced a demographic crisis. As

Age discrimination is a relatively new kind of discrimination that
involves an odd contradiction. On the one hand, the contradiction
is that there is a reality about the world demography, which is
called in short as "global aging," and on the other hand, there is a
tendency of reluctance to recruit older candidates. Thus, older
people are becoming a growing part of the precarious class.
Unemployment is one of the most incredible treats for those
people since they become unwanted candidates for job positions.
Another global development also worsens older people, i.e., the
reformation of national social security systems' regulations. These
reformations or regulations try to increase the retirement age
since the average life expectancy is increasing. As we witnessed
social protests in France in the last weeks of 2019, French people
demonstrate mass protests against the government's age pension
plan to increase the age to get the full pension from 62 to 64 age
(Fouquet, 2019). Thus, older people faced a two-edged reality, both
of which include some forms of social insecurity.

On the one hand, obtaining retirement is becoming difficult
because of long-retirement ages; and on the other hand, to stay in
the labor market or working life is also getting complicated due to
ageism or age discrimination. The matter is that there is a tendency
within business corporations not to hire or recruit over-some-age
candidates. Thus, the current economic condition pushes people
over a certain age toward a precariat position in society.

2. Problem statement

his paper intends to analyze this situation of age
discrimination at work and to give some reflections from job

ads in the case of Turkey. At first, there will be presented the
World and Turkish population aging trends, followed by a short
presentation about the legal framework for age discrimination in
Turkey, and analysis on job postings by a government agency,

Turkish Employment Agency. The job postings by content analysis
method will be reviewed to present a depiction of the Turkish case.

3. Results
3.1. Aging in Turkey and the entire world

developed part, the face is aging. As well known, some trends

are supporting this aging tendency. First of all, with science
development and correspondent medicine development, life
expectancy at birth has risen. According to World Bank (2019c¢), life
expectancy at birth for the World average has risen to 72 years (for
2015) from 52 years in 1960. That means during around a half-
century life expectancy of the world population has risen by 20
years.

C here is a relatively new issue which the world, especially the

On the other hand, the crude birth rate has shown a reverse
tendency. While the world's average birth rate in 1960 was around
32 per 1000 people, this figure fell to around 18 in 2017(The World
Bank, 2019a). Thus, while on the one hand, life expectancy is rising,
on the other hand there the birth rate is falling. With relation to this
latest data, another figure also is essential to mention, i.e., fertility
rate. According to the World Bank (2019b), births per woman was
around 5 in 1960, while this figure decreased to 2,4 in 2017.
Furthermore, while the infant mortality rate was around 65 per
1000 live births in 1990, this rate reached 29 in 2018 (The World
Bank, 2019d).

All these data clearly explain the reason for the rising global aging.
Thus, for many developed countries, today's old population rate
and especially for the near future have become one of their most
alarming issues. Because an aging population has many initial social
and economic consequences, an aging population directly affects
labor markets. Telling by the concepts of labor economics, aging
directly relates to the concepts of 'labor force participation rate'
and 'working-age population.' Moreover, the generally working-
age population is defined as "the people aged 15 to 65" (OECD,
2020).

So, if the crude birth rate is getting down and life expectancy is
rising, the population is generally getting old, and this means the
rate for the population aged between 15 - 65 is decreasing; the
working-age population decrease virtually affects labor force
participation rate. Table 1 figures clearly show that the aging
phenomenon is evident in most countries within ten years. This fact
has an essential effect on the labor market and especially on the
social security system. A report by OECD(2011) that reviews the
pensionable age and life expectancy between 1950 and 2050
foresees a general rising for the pensionable age for the OECD
countries.

Table 1
Some figures about age for the selected OECD countries”
Population from 15 to 64 years as Elderly dependency rate (persons aged Total dependency rate (youth and
a percentage of the population over 64 as % of the population aged 15-64) elderly as % population aged 15-64)
Country
Years Years Years
2005 2013-14 2005 2013-14 2005 2013-14
Czechia 711 67.3 19.9 26.2 40.7 48.6
France 65.1 63.6 25.4 28.2 53.6 57.2
Germany 66.9 65.5 28.8 32.8 49.6 52.7
Japan 66.1 62.1 30.5 40.4 51.3 61.1
Korea 71.7 731 12.6 17.3 39.4 36.9
Netherlands 67.5 65.9 21.0 25.9 48.2 51.8
Poland 70.3 70.0 18.8 20.5 42.2 42.8
Spain 69.0 66.5 24.0 27.5 45.0 50.4
Turkey 66.0 67.9 10.2 1.5 51.4 47.3
UK 66.3 64.9 23.3 26.6 50.9 54.0
USA 67.1 66.3 18.5 21.9 49.0 50.7
European Union 67.2 66.0 26.1" 29.2™ 49.7" 52.6™

*Source: Derived from OECD data, OECD 2016.
“Note: The figure is for Eurozone.
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Of course, it is not difficult to achieve that conclusion. To keep an
actuarial balance, social security systems face the reformation
process. This process has some implications for employees,
especially for people over a certain age. That means people need
to work more to achieve the pensionable age. So, they have to
fight for their work with the young and overcome the
unemployment phenomena with a great struggle in a labor market
that includes discrimination tendencies toward them, as we will
see further in the paper.

3.2. A similar or the same situation is for Turkey

and its implications, such as retirement age, is right for

Turkey. Comparing with the other OECD country, Turkey still
has a young population. In other words, Turkey, at the moment,
has a demographic window opportunity (Tansel, 2012).
Nevertheless, according to some studies, this window will close
around the middle of this century (Tansel, 2012; TUSIAD, 2010). The
data below demonstrates the current demographic situation in
Turkey.

:: ow, almost the same view of general tendency about aging

Table 2
Basic Fertility and Mortality Indicators (Turkey)

2001 2010 | 2018
Total fertility rate (number of | 2,38 2,08 | 1,99
children)
Crude birth rate (%) 20,3 17,2 15,3
Mean age of the mother 26,7 27,7 28,9
Crude death rate (%) 5,1% 5,0 5,2
Infant mortality rate (%) 13,9% | 12,0 9,3

*the year 2009
Source: Derived from the Turkish Statistical Institute(TUIK, 2020).

Table3
Median age by years (Turkey)
Year Median Age
1935 21,1
1950 20,1
1965 19,3
1980 19,9
1990 22,2
2000 24,8
2010 29,2
2018 32,0

Source: Derived from the Turkish Statistical Institute(TUIK, 2020)

As the tables above show, the same tendency about aging is real
for Turkey. The median age has risen from 22,2 to 32 in the last
several decades, while the crude birth rate has decreased. These
tendencies are indicating an aging trend. However, compared with
the developed countries, Turkey's population is currently relatively
young, but it is on the aging trend, so the president of Turkey,
Recep Tayyip Erdogan, frequently advises newlywed couples to
have at least three children. The president repeats similar advice in
wedding ceremonies frequently. A long quotation is following
(Hurriyet Daily News, 2013).

"As | always say, | advise every couple to have three children.
Moreover, when the southeastern region's conditions are
considered, the number should be more than three. That is of great
importance for the future of our nation. (...) One child means
bankruptcy for the country, two means skidding. Three children
are okay, but we need four to five to carry the country forward.
(...) Economic achievement is only possible through human
[capital] since human [capital] paves the way for labor, production,
consumption, and investment. So, having a young and dynamic
population is crucial. Currently, 60 percent of our population is
under the age of 30. However, when birth rates are considered, the
years between 2037 and 2040 seem alarming. So [couples] should
have four or five children."

OO0

3.3. “No Country for old Men’”:

Age Discrimination

ambridge English Dictionary (Cambridge Dictionary, 2020)
@defines the word discrimination as: "treating a person or

particular group of people differently, especially in a worse
way from how you treat other people, because of their skin color,
gender, sexuality, etc." Discrimination practices lead to so many
unequal and unjust results in different areas such as economic and
social life. It has numerous images in working life or labor markets
that keep some candidates or employees out from some
opportunities or using their rights. UK Equality Act 2010 mentions
nine characteristics that can subject to discrimination (EOC, 2020):
age, gender, race, disability, religion, pregnancy and maternity,
sexual orientation, gender reassignment, marriage, and civil
partnership.

Discrimination can occur in two primary ways; one is direct
discrimination, and the other is indirect discrimination. The first
kind of discrimination can easily be determined because subjects
for discrimination are expressed. A well-known example is job
postings that state a limited age range for candidates. This point is
also our primary issue and will be examined in the next section. The
second type of discrimination, indirect discrimination, is more
challenging because it is generally quite challenging to prove that
discrimination occurs. One of the most common examples is about
gender issues. However, there is no obstacle seen for women to
appoint high-rank posts; in practice, so many women are not
appointed to high-rank positions even if they deserve it because of
an invisible obstacle, their gender.

Reflecting on labor markets or working life, there are several
essential age stereotypes, and these stereotypes have effects for
some age categories both in the recruitment process and within
working experience. As Truxillo et al. (2015) state, age stereotypes
are different from other stereotypes because the age component
is a continuous variable, not a categorical one. Since stereotyping
is a process of generalizing characteristics about a group of people,
constructing age categories is also a drawing boundary between
some age groups that may lead to discrimination. From this point
of view, we need to emphasize stereotypes for older employees
and younger ones.

Truxillo et al. (2015) present the age stereotypes' effects in
organizations or working life in several ways: hiring, training
opportunities, performance appraisals, and terminations/layoffs
that may also be translated into discrimination. According to their
review, age bias in the recruitment process is the most prevalent
form of age discrimination in the workplace: "Interview studies
that manipulate job candidate age, (...) have often revealed a
preference for hiring younger job candidates. Other research has
also revealed that older job applicants may receive less favourable
responses from employers, have shorter interviews, and receive
fewer job offers than younger job applicants."

Another effect of age stereotype is seen in performance appraisal.
As generally known, performance should improve with sound and
more experience, "the belief that older employees do not perform
as well as younger employees continues to persist in
organizations.” Therefore, age bias may lead to a kind of
discrimination in workplaces. Layoff risk is another threat for older
employees. Some perceptions about the older employees that
these employees are "more continues to retirement, need to more
training, have greater absenteeism, and use more benefits." Age
bias and stereotypes also affect training opportunities for older
employees. The misperceptions about the older that they cannot
manage the changes and learn new skills pave the way for
discrimination. Because training is a significant cost item,
organizations have a strong desire to return on investment. So
"some managers may feel that simplifying tasks is a better
alternative for improving older employees’ performance than
providing them with training opportunities” (Truxillo et al., 2015).
A well-known study about age discrimination has been conducted
by Neumark et al. (2017), who designed this study as an “audit” or
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“correspondence” one. These kinds of studies are “designed to
mimic controlled experiments by creating artificial job applicants
who have identical job-related background characteristics other
than race, ethnicity, or gender. Hence, when they apply for the
same real-world jobs, differences in hiring outcomes are plausibly
attributable to discrimination” (Neumark et al., 2017). Under that

study, the researchers created realistic but fictitious resumes for
three age categories; young (aged 29-31), middle-aged (aged 49-
51), and older (aged 64-66). Researchers send these fictitious
applications to over 13,000 positions, totaling more than 40,000
applicants. Figure 1 demonstrates the callback rates by age.

Percent
40 -

mAges 29-31
35 1 Ages 49-571
30 - mAges 64-66

25 1

o
I

Admin (women) Sales (women) Sales (men)

20 -

15 1

1DI I

D' II T T T

I

Security (men) Janitors (men)

Fig. 1. Comparison of Job Applicant Callback Rates by Ages”

*Source: (Neumark et al., 2017).

Researchers present several implications using these data. First of
all, they point some evidence of age discrimination in hiring for
both genders. Second, the older applicants nearer the age of
retirement experience more age discrimination. Furthermore,
finally, women experience more age discrimination than men
(Neumark et al., 2017).

3.4. Legal framework for age discrimination:
What is the situation in Turkey?

the constitution and labor law and the law on human rights

and equality institution. Before dealing with direct provisions
about discrimination in the Turkish constitution, it would be
appropriate to draw attention to a constitution clause, Article 90.
According to the last paragraph of that article, “International
agreements duly put into effect have the force of law. No appeal
to the Constitutional Court shall be made concerning these
agreements because they are unconstitutional. In the case of a
conflict between international agreements, duly put into effect,
concerning fundamental rights and freedoms and the laws due to
differences in provisions on the same matter, the provisions of
international agreements shall prevail” (Constitution of the Republic
of Turkey, 1982). That provision has significant implications for
fundamental rights, especially in the conflict between national
codes and international regulations. So, the regulations of some
international institutions or organizations such as International
Labour Organizations or European Convention on Human Rights or
European Social Charter have implications for the Turkish judicial
system and its citizens on the fundamental rights and freedoms.

:: he laws that needed to be examined closely for the paper are

In addition to this detail, the constitution also has direct regulation
for equality. The first paragraph of Article 10 says: "Everyone is
equal before the law without distinction as to language, race,
color, gender, political opinion, philosophical belief, religion, and
sect, or any such grounds” (Constitution of the Republic of Turkey,

OO

1982). Especially the last part of the sentence is essential for our
paper. The expression (“any such grounds”) can also be interpreted
as a provision against age discrimination.

The second important source against age discrimination in the
Turkish juridical system is the Labour Code. Article 5, titled
'principle of equal treatment' bans discrimination. Although it does
not directly mention 'age discrimination,' literature interprets the
first paragraph broadly and uses it against age discrimination (Undl,
2018). The first paragraph of Article 5 is: “No discrimination shall be
made in the business relation, based on language, race, color,
gender, disability, political thought, philosophical belief, religion
and sect, and similar grounds” (Labour Law, 2003). As in the
constitution, the last expression can also be interpreted against
other similar discrimination such as age discrimination.

Recently a new institution, the Human Rights and Equality
Institution of Turkey, has been established in Turkey to realize
some aims on human dignity. According to its statement, the
institution has three primary purposes (HREI, n.d.): (1) Protection
and promotion of human rights; (2) Guaranteeing individuals’ right
to equal treatment, prevention of discrimination in the exercise of
legally recognized rights and freedoms and which will carry out
actions in line with these principles; and (3) Effectively fight against
torture and ill-treatment and act as National Preventive
Mechanism.

The establishment law of that institution has unique regulations for
age discrimination. The law is the first and only law that directly
mentions 'age' in the discrimination factor. The second paragraph
of Article 3 directly prohibit age discrimination: “Within the scope
of this Law, discrimination based on gender, race, color, language,
religion, faith, sect, philosophical or political opinion, ethnic origin,
wealth, birth, civil status, medical condition, disability or age is
prohibited" (Law on Human Rights and Equality Institution of
Turkey, 2016).
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Article 6 of that law is explicitly focusing on employment and
banning discrimination, generally. The first paragraph of Article 6
states that: “An employer or a person authorized by the employer
shall not discriminate against an employee or applicant for a job, a
person gaining applied work experience or an applicant for that
kind of work and anyone wishing to receive information about the
workplace or the work to be an employee or gain applied work
experience, while being informed of the work, during the
application process, selection criteria, work and termination of
work and in terms of conditions for recruitment”(Law on Human
Rights and Equality Institution of Turkey, 2016).

On the other side, the discrimination ban, for our case, age
discrimination, is not an absolute one. Article 7 of the Law on
Human Rights and Equality Institution of Turkey expresses the age
discrimination ban's limits. Article 7 mentions the exceptions of
discrimination directly: "The cases and exceptions where the
allegation of discrimination cannot be asserted within the scope of
this Law are as follows: ... (c) Different treatment during
recruitment and employment when determining and
implementing age limits due to exigencies of the work offered,
provided that it is in line with the necessities and purpose of the
work,"(Law on Human Rights and Equality Institution of Turkey,
2016).

Briefly, we can say that, primarily, the constitution of Turkey and
the labor law are generally banning discrimination. The statements
of these legal texts can be interpreted against age discrimination
indirectly. However, the recently legislated Law on Human Rights
and Equality Institution of Turkey directly mentions and bans age
discrimination and state the limit of that banning. Now, the next
section of the paper will focus on the main case, job postings.

3.5. A Case on Job Ads: Research Design, Data,
and Analysis

Turkey's seven geographical regions that is the most

populous region with over 25% of Turkey's total population.
There are eleven cities (see the map below), including istanbul, the
country’s largest city, and Kocaeli, the city with the highest GDP per
capita. Marmara region also has the highest urbanization rate and
the most industrialized and advanced region regarding the other
social and economic indicators (see, TUIK, 2020). Therefore, the
region has the highest workforce population. Our case focuses on
and is limited to that region as the number of total job postings of
all cities in the Marmara region makes up nearly half of all job
postings in the country.

C ocated in north-western Turkey, Marmara Region is one of

Tekirdag

Balikesir

-

Fig. 2. Map of the Marmara Region, Turkey”

*Source: (Common Wikimedia, 2020).

We used the data of job postings from iSKUR, a government
employment agency. ISKUR is the most prominent institution
presenting employment services both for job-seekers and business
organizations. The institution's official web site provides job
postings for open job positions. We collected the details of these
postings for eleven cities located in the Marmara region during
December 2019.

Table 4 represents the country’s and region’s major city, istanbul,
which includes over half of all job ads per se. In another world
region’s three biggest cities, istanbul, Kocaeli, and Bursa, include
more than 3/4 of all job postings.

For our estimations in this paper, we examined over 15 hundred job
ads with age limits. Of course, the age limit itself does not express
age discrimination deterministically, but it can be interpreted as an
indicator of such discrimination.

The job ads with an age limit that we derived from ISKUR open jobs
database is overwhelmingly demanding workforce for the service
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industry, consisting of nearly 3/4 of all job ads with age limits.
Almost the rest of the job ads with age limits concentrated in the
industry sector. These figures are also reflecting Turkey’s
workforce structure. According to Turkish Statistical Institution
indicators, nearly 60% of the workforce is employed in the service
sector.

The figures above present two crucial points. One of them is that
an average of 20 percent of all job ads has an age limit. Table 4
represents that around 20% of all job postings specifying an age
limit in the region. Although that does not mean that around 1/5 of
job ads include age discrimination, such a high percentage implies
some discrimination implications.

The percentage is higher for some cities such as Canakkale (27,9%),
Balikesir (26,7), and Sakarya (23,3). Nevertheless, if we take
istanbul as a reference city because of its scale, its indicator is very
close to the average and represents half of all job ads with age
limitation.
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Table 4
General Data Set
A B C D E F
Number of open job Total Number of job ads % of D among total job
City positions indicating the job ads indicating the age ads indicating the age % of D among C
age limit number limit limit
1 Bilecik 53 99 16 1,0 16,2
2 Edirne 7 72 5 0,3 6,9
3 Kirklareli 31 99 10 0,6 10,1
4 Canakkale 67 140 39 2,5 27,9
5 Yalova 45 146 7 0,5 4,8
6 Balikesir 135 307 82 5,3 26,7
7 Sakarya 85 249 58 3,7 23,3
8 Kocaeli 476 826 160 10,3 19,4
9 istanbul 3484 4519 794 51,2 17,6
10 Tekirdag 211 672 126 8,1 18,8
1 Bursa 566 1306 254 16,4 19,4
Total 5160 8435 1551 100,0 18,4

The other essential point derived from these figures is about age
ranges (Fig. 3). According to Fig. 3-B, around 5% of job ads with age
limits states an age limit between 18-27; around 44% of ads states a
range between 28-37; around 46% of ads states a limit for 38-47 age
range and just around 6% of ads indicates some ages above 48 age.
This figure has quite a critical implication as it shows for those older
than 48; it is so challenging to get a chance for job application. In

other words, more than 90% of the job ads with age limits are
posted for those younger than 48 age. This result is compatible
with the debate above. In short, while there is a clear tendency
toward a totally (or globally) aging and in all over the world the
median age increases, on the other hand, employment
opportunities or ways for aging people include serious threats. In
the conclusion section, we try to propose some ways out.

A-Job Ads by Sectors

M Service

B- Maximum Age Limit in Job
Ads

M Industry

Construction

Agriculture

18-27 28-37 38-47 48-57 58-67

Fig. 3. Job Ads by Sectors and Upper Age Limits

4. Conclusions

even more as the issue becomes one for public debate

through communication technologies. In many countries, the
authorities announced that the epidemic affects more older
people, so many of them introduce some measures into practice to
keep older people at home. However, the social exclusion that has
already been available in so many countries has great force pushing
older people into the precarious class. Nevertheless, this paper
takes this tendency as a contradiction because the world
population, especially in advanced societies, is inevitably getting
older. However, a total aging population pushes the government
to reform their social security systems that are generally coming
across to increase the retirement age. Thus, the labor market or
employment relations people have to stay in the market for amore
extended period to achieve their retirement right. In this situation,
older people have more unemployment risk than younger.

:: specially during the recent epidemic, the age issue has come

That global tendency highlights a kind of discrimination, age
discrimination. Age discrimination is not a new phenomenon, but
it is for some developing countries like Turkey. As analyzed above,
the primary legal texts, constitution, and labor law have some
indirect statements that can interpret against age discrimination. A
relatively recent law, the Law on Human Rights and Equality

Institution of Turkey, has a direct statement that bans age
discrimination. However, the problem is bigger than the legal
regulations because establishing any legal norm takes a long time
as it requires an institutionalized legal, political, and social
structure.

Thereby, Turkey's legal framework, constitutional provisions, both
its principal regulations and Article 90, and the other legal
regulations could be used against age discrimination, but in
practice, it is so hard to prevent such kind of discrimination. This
study presents a limited depiction of age discrimination occurring
in Turkey by analyzing job ads. According to our data, nearly 20% of
job ads indicate age limits. Although just this figure itself does not
mean an absolute age discrimination rate, it is a vital implication for
that kind of discrimination, and also, this figure implies the need for
detailed further studies.

In our perception, some ways out could be as the following. One of
them is about the big picture, and the other is related to the
organization level. Although there are legal regulations, there is
also a need for more direct or explicit statements of regulations. In
other words, a direct expression of "age" discrimination should be
added to the constitution and labor law. Moreover, of course, just
only legal texts themselves are not enough to fight age
discrimination; also, a system with social, political, and economic
components runs in compliance with this legal framework. The
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otheris about the responses of organizations in the economic field.
As seen in the data above, organizations have tendencies to recruit
people at a certain age, especially the candidates under some ages.
However, modern HRM function, training, and development (T&D)
have the potential to overcome age discrimination. The T&D
function of HRM has tools to keep employees working life by
orienting them to occurring changes. In other words, organizations
can keep their employees or recruit candidates over a certain age
by using the T&D function.

5. Funding

@his study received no specific financial support.

References

Cambridge Dictionary. (2020). Discrimination.
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/tr/sozllk/ingilizce/discrimi
nation.

CommonWikimedia.  (2020).  Marmara  region,  Turkey.
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Category:Marmara_R
egion#/media/File:Turkey_marmara_region.png.

Constitution  of the Republic of  Turkey, (1982).
http://www.judiciaryofturkey.gov.tr/Current-version-of--
Constitution-of-the-Republic-of-Turkey—including-latest--
amendments.

EOC. (2020). What is discrimination? https://www.eoc.org.uk/what-
is-discrimination/.

Fouquet, H. (2019). France raises pension age to 64 in defiance of
protests. Bloomberg.
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2019-12-
11/macron-s-new-french-pension-system-to-come-into-
force-from-2025.

HREI. (n.d.). Human rights and equality institution of Turkey.
https://www.tihek.gov.tr/upload/file_editor/2019/03/155188
1762.pdf.

Hurriyet Daily News. (2013). Turkish PM ups the ante in call for more
children. https://www.hurriyetdailynews.com/turkish-pm-
ups-the-ante-in-call-for-more-children-39513.

Labour Law. (2003). http://www.judiciaryofturkey.gov.tr/Labour-
Law-is-available-on-our-website.

Law on human rights and equality institution of Turkey. (2016).
http://www.judiciaryofturkey.gov.tr/Law-on-Human-

Rights-and-Equality-institution-of-Turkey-is-available-on-
our-website-.

Neumark, D., Burn, I., & Button, P. (2017). Age discrimination and
hiring of older workers. FRBSF Economic Letter, 2017-
o6(February, 27).

OECD. (2011). Pensions at a Glance 2011: Retirement-income
Systems in OECD and G20 Countries.

OECD. (2020). Labour force participation rate.
https://data.oecd.org/emp/labour-force-participation-
rate.htm.

Tansel, A. (2012). 2050’ye Dogru Nufusbilim ve Yonetim: isglici
Piyasasina Bakis.

The Associated Press. (2020). Putin Seeks Reforms to Boost
Powers of Parliament, Cabinet. The New York Times.
https://www.nytimes.com/aponline/2020/01/15/business/bc
-eu-russia-putin.html.

The World Bank. (2019a). Birth rate, crude (per 1,000 people).
https://data.worldbank.org/indicator/SP.DYN.CBRT.IN.

The World Bank. (2019b). Fertility rate, total (births per woman).
https://data.worldbank.org/indicator/SP.DYN.TFRT.IN.

The World Bank. (2019¢). Life expectancy at birth, total (years).
https://data.worldbank.org/indicator/SP.DYN.LE0O.IN.

The World Bank. (2019d). Mortality rate, infant (per 1,000 live
births).
https://data.worldbank.org/indicator/SP.DYN.IMRT.IN.

Truxillo, D. M., Finkelstein, L. M., Pytlovany, A. C., & Jenkins, J. S.
(2015). Age Discrimination at work: A review of the research
and recommendations for the future. In The Oxford
Handbook of Workplace Discrimination. Oxford University
Press.

TUIK. (2020). Temel istatistikler.

http://www.tuik.gov.tr/lUstMenu.do?metod=temelist.

TUIK. (2020). Niifus ve Demografi [Population and Demography].
http://www.tuik.gov.tr.

TUSIAD. (2010). 2050’ye dogru niifusbilim ve yénetim: egitim,
isglicti, saglik ve sosyal giivenlik sistemine yansimalar
[Population and Management Towards a2050: Reflections
on Education, Labor, Health and Social Security System] (in
Turkish).

Unal, C. (2018). Is Hukukunda Yas Ayrmciligl. OnikiLevha [Age
Discrimination in Labor Law. Twelve Sheet] (in Turkish).

(co) TR This is an open access journal and all published articles are licensed under a Creative Commons «Attribution» 4.0.

OO




