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Quantification and Criminal Justice History in the 
Nineties: Some Introductory Remarks 

Eric A. Johnson* 

O n l y a couple of decades ago both c r imina l jus t ice his tory a n d quan t i t a t ive 
his tory were only fledgling ch i ld ren in t he profess ional his tor ical house
hold a n d quan t i t a t ive c r imina l jus t ice his tory was barely a baby. T h e de
cade of the seventies witnessed a d r a m a t i c g rowth spur t in bo th quant i ta 
t ive a n d c r imina l - ju s t i ce his tory and t h e merge r of the two seemed to be 
only na tu ra l . With r e a m s of judic ia l statistics to add to m o u n d s of census 
figures, t he evidence was t he re (at least for modern i s t s ) . With war fa re a n d 
the threa t of war amongs t t he m a j o r wor ld powers fairly well tucked away 
b e h i n d the Berlin Wall or subjugated to d is tant th i rd wor ld places, t he 
ques t ions of the day were largely in te rna l ones ; and , since c r i m e p robab ly 
comes only second to war fa re in a n i m a t i n g political discussion a n d deri
vatively historical interest , t he mot ive was there . A n d wi th t he adven t of 
af fordable access to m a i n - f r a m e compu te r s , t he m e a n s was t he r e . Proof of 
scholar ' s in tent to m a k e the s tudy of c r ime and c r imina l jus t ice a full 
g rown subfield of t he historical profession, a n d often wi th a significant 
quan t i t a t ive c o m p o n e n t , c a m e with t he near ly s imu l t aneous es tab l i shment 
in t he mid to late sevent ies of two paral le l o rgan iza t ions to p r o m o t e such 
s tudy - t he c r imina l jus t ice w o r k s h o p of t h e A m e r i c a n Social Science Hi
story Assocat ion a n d t h e E u r o p e a n - b a s e d In t e rna t iona l Associat ion for 
t he His tory of C r i m e a n d C r i m i n a l Just ice. 

By 1980 enough solid w o r k had been publ i shed to al low Er ic M o n k k o -
nen , himself a leader in bo th quan t i t a t ive a n d c r imina l jus t ice history, to 
a t t empt a critical survey of t h e field.(1) F r o m his text a n d f rom his notes , 
one can m a k e the fol lowing observa t ions . At the t i m e of his wr i t ing mos t 
of t h e quan t i t a t ive historical work on c r i m e and jus t i ce had been wri t ten 
by A m e r i c a n and Brit ish scholars,(2) a n d most of t h e w o r k had been 
publ i shed in art icle format , usual ly in e i ther sociological j o u r n a l s l ike t he 
A m e r i c a n Sociological Review, the A m e r i c a n Jou rna l of Sociology, a n d 
the J o u r n a l of C r i m i n a l Law a n d Sociology, or in r a the r newly establ ished 
historical j o u r n a l s wi th a special e m p h a s i s on social-scient if ic ap p ro ach es 
like Social Science History, t he J o u r n a l of In te rd i sc ip l inary His tory , t h e 
J o u r n a l of Social His tory or Historical M e t h o d s . In M o n k k o n e n ' s view 

* Addre s s all c o m m u n i c a t i o n s to Er ic A. J o h n s o n , D e p a r t m e n t of His tory , 
Cen t r a l Mich igan Univers i ty , Mt . P leasant , MI 48859, U S A . 
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mos t of t h e w o r k had been in fo rmed by w h a t he t e rmed »five g rand mo
dels ,« w h i c h were all qu i t e closely related to one a n o t h e r - » the evolut io
na ry perfectabi l i ty scheme, t h e mode rn i za t i on hypothes is , t he urbaniza
tion thesis , t he indus t r ia l iza t ion thesis, a n d the c o m m u n i t y to society t h e 
s i s«- a n d by two » s o m e w h a t less g rand models ,« wh ich he called the »so
cial con t ro l m o d e l « a n d t h e »cons tancy of p u n i s h m e n t ( ra ther t h a n c r ime) 
thesis .«(3) Final ly, the fu ture out look for the quan t i t a t ive app roach looked 
very br igh t . 

T h o u g h one m i g h t a r g u e that , a s an Amer ican i s t , he over looked some 
i m p o r t a n t n o n E n g l i s h - l a n g u a g e books and au thors , (4) his ar t icle still 
s t ands as a useful overview for wha t had been accompl i shed by the t i m e of 
his wr i t ing . But w h a t has h a p p e n e d in t he last decade? W h a t is t he out look 
for quan t i t a t i ve historical s tudies of c r i m e a n d jus t ice as we en te r t h e 
n ine t ies? A n d w h a t a p p e a r s to be mos t p r o m i n e n t on the research ag en d a? 

T h e n i n e essays in th is v o l u m e a n d the i r a u t h o r s ' o the r pub l i shed w o r k 
h e l p to a n s w e r these ques t ions . In tha t t he essays a r e wr i t ten by scholars 
res id ing in a n d w o r k i n g on t h e his tory of seven different coun t r i e s - Ger 
m a n y , Ho l l and , N e w Zea land , Po land , Sweden , t h e Un i t ed K i n g d o m a n d 
t h e U n i t e d States - a n d in tha t they were p resen ted in Augus t 1990 at t he 
M a d r i d I n t e r n a t i o n a l C o n g r e s s of Histor ical Sciences, i t is clear tha t t he 
field has e x p a n d e d cons ide rab ly in t h e last decade , especially in an inter
na t iona l sense. In tha t all of t h e a u t h o r s have pub l i shed extensively on the 
subject in the past, bo th in art icles in some of t h e mos t t rad i t iona l histo
rical j o u r n a l s in the i r respect ive coun t r i e s a n d in books by lead ing uni
versi ty a n d commerc i a l presses, i t is clear that t h e field has b e c o m e firmly 
es tabl ished a n d m o r e genu ine ly accepted.(5) In tha t w o m e n , as historical 
actors , a r e integral ly involved in near ly every o n e of t he essays, a n d in tha t 
t h r e e o f t h e c o n t r i b u t i n g a u t h o r s to th is v o l u m e a r e w o m e n (n.b . n o n e of 
t h e p r i m e a u t h o r s cited in M o n k k o n e n ' s 1980 ar t ic le were female) , t h e r e i s 
s o m e indica t ion tha t t h e field has become m o r e conce rned wi th w o m e n ' s 
roles a n d m o r e open to a n d a t t rac t ive to w o m e n themse lves . A n d , finally, 
in tha t all of the a u t h o r s recognize t he need to c o m b i n e both qual i ta t ive 
a n d quan t i t a t i ve ev idence a n d tha t the i r focus is on a wide var ie ty of topics 
- f rom sen t enc ing pract ices in two A m e r i c a n states before t he civil w a r 
( B o d e n h a m e r ) to t he t r e a t m e n t of Poles in t he Russ ian E m p i r e ( G r u s z c 
zynska a n d K a c z y n s k a ) - a n d t i m e per iods - wi th an equal concen t r a t i on 
on t h e early m o d e r n per iod (Dieder iks , Sha rpe , Sp ie renburg , a n d S u n d i n ) 
a n d t h e m o d e r n per iod ( B o d e n h a m e r , G r u s z c z y n s k a a n d Kaczynska , H a s 
lett a n d F a i r b u r n , a n d Weinberge r ) - i t appea r s tha t t h e en t i r e en te rp r i se is 
m o v i n g toward a m u c h m o r e t ru ly his tor ical as opposed to a m o r e n a r r o w 
his tor ica l -sociological a p p r o a c h . 

All of th i s is, of course , to t h e posi t ive side of th ings . A r e the re , however , 
a n y w a r n i n g s wh ich we m i g h t w a n t to caut ion aga ins t a s we look a t t h e 
research agenda of t h e n ine t ies? 
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O n e concern has to do with the use of statistics - always a very sensit ive 
issue in c r imina l jus t ice studies. Here , however , the p rob lem is not that 
one need fear that h i s tor ians will not recognize the pitfalls s u r r o u n d i n g 
the always present »dark f igure« in c r imina l statistics, and, thus , tha t hi
s to r ians will use t h e m indiscr iminant ly . Several of the essays in this vo
lume , in fact, spend as m u c h t ime w a r n i n g against the misuses of statistics 
as they spend in using t h e m (see especially J im Sharpe ' s intel l igent discus
sion here) . R a t h e r the p rob lem is that they may not use t h e m enough ; or, 
m o r e specifically, they may shy away from using certain statistical proce
d u r e s which would provide a m o r e thorough and reveal ing analysis of 
the i r data t h a n s imple coun t ing and percen tag ing p rocedures can often 
h ope to provide . Thus , even though h is tor ians have had cons iderable suc
cess in es tab l i sh ing the field of c r imina l jus t ice history and in using sta
tistical evidence judic ious ly in the i r studies, i t is unclear as to w h e t h e r t he 
ser ious use of quant i t a t ive m e t h o d s as opposed to the m e r e use of quant i 
ta t ive evidence has m a d e m u c h greater in roads in t he field over the past 
decade . 

W h e r e a s all of t he essays in th is v o l u m e concern themse lves at least 
s o m e w h a t wi th statistical evidence and most of t h e m use the c o m p u t e r in 
some capacity, only one of the essays uses m o r e sophist icated statistical 
t echn iques t h a n s imple percen tag ing a n d i t should be noted that one of the 
c o a u t h o r s of tha t paper is himself a specialist in statistics and opera t ions 
research (Hasle t t ) . F u r t h e r m o r e , only two of the o the r a u t h o r s (Sundin 
a n d myself) have m a d e f requent use of m o r e sophist icated quant i t a t ive 
m e t h o d s in the i r past work . As m a n y o the r a u t h o r s migh t p resumably 
have con t r ibu ted to this vo lume , however , the out look for the use of for
mal quan t i t a t ive m e t h o d s m i g h t be br ighter than i t appears . But I r a the r 
doub t i t for the nea r future at least. T h o u g h I k n o w of no empir ical survey 
of t he pub l i sh ing t r ends in c r imina l jus t ice history, o the r recent surveys of 
social scientific a n d quan t i t a t ive his tory in general have had somewha t 
pessimist ic f indings and I would guess tha t such a survey of c r imina l ju
stice history, especially now tha t i t is m o r e fully integrated in to the histo
rical discipl ine t h a n i t was in t h e seventies, would show s imi lar t rends.(6) 

P e r h a p s th is need not greatly concern us as s imple statistical t echn iques 
can go a long way toward answer ing mos t of the ques t ions of interest to 
h i s to r i ans of c r ime a n d jus t ice , a n d m a n y of these ques t ions , wi th a few 
p r o m i n e n t except ions, now seem to be less directly theoret ical in a scienti
fic sense t h a n they were a decade ago. But t he role tha t explicit theory has 
to play m a y also be seen as a quest ion m a r k for the next decade . A reason 
for th is migh t be tha t m a n y of the i m p o r t a n t ques t ions involved in t he 
»five g rand mode l s« which M o n k k o n e n a l luded to in 1980 have p e r h a p s 
been , by now, well enough answered . Cer ta in ly the »evolu t ionary perfec
tabil i ty s cheme« a n d s imple »Gemeinscha f t to Gesel l schaf t« c h a n g e no-
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t ions have been fairly convinc ing ly smashed in to t he g r o u n d as explana
tory mode l s for c r imina l behav io r and for social behav io r in general . (7) 
But the m o d e r n i z a t i o n , and the closely related u rban iza t ion , a n d indu
str ial ization mode l s still need to be m o r e fully addressed in a r igo rous 
theoret ical m a n n e r (note tha t m a n y of t he essays here , inc lud ing all of t h e 
early m o d e r n ones , directly conf ron t the m o d e r n i z a t i o n theo ry in o n e 
form or ano the r ) , and m u c h m o r e theoret ical and analyt ical work needs to 
be d o n e to sort out t he often fuzzy impl ica t ions of t he »social con t ro l 
m o d e l « (see Barbara Weinberger ' s essay) a n d the even m u r k i e r p romises of 
the »cons tancy of p u n i s h m e n t thesis,« especially given the recent popula
rity in some circles of Foucaul t a n d decons t ruc t ion i sm (Pieter S p i e r e n b u r g 
rises to t he occasion here) . 

Despi te w h a t o n e t h i n k s abou t the decons t ruc t ion is t m o v e m e n t , howe
ver , i t and its newly forged allies in t he popu la r everyday- l i fe h is tory mo
v e m e n t a n d the feminis t his tory m o v e m e n t will l ikely have a ser ious im
pact on c r imina l jus t i ce historical s tudies in t he new decade ju s t l ike they 
a re now hav ing on t h e historical discipl ine in general . (8) T h o u g h , in the i r 
genera l a n t a g o n i s m to formal theo ry a n d quan t i t a t ive methodo logy , these 
new »pos t - s t ruc tu ra l« m o v e m e n t s m i g h t be unse t t l ing to some, they can 
be enlisted to b r e a t h e added new life in to t he disc ipl ine . As a l luded to 
above , the role of w o m e n and gender cer ta inly needs to be cons idered in 
grea ter detai l t h a n i t has in the past especially as t h e changes in female 
s ta tus a n d w o r k roles a re m a i n c o m p o n e n t s o f t he m o d e r n i z a t i o n process . 
F u r t h e r m o r e , a grea te r a t ten t ion to t he everyday- l i fe exper iences of cri
m i n a l s a n d dev ian t s a n d c r imina l jus t ice au thor i t i e s a l ike can add needed 
flesh a n d blood a n d exc i tement and hence m o r e tangib le m e a n i n g to cri
m i n a l jus t ice his tory in general , especially w h e n it is c o m b i n e d wi th a 
theoret ical ly re levant approach . (9) . 

H e n c e whi le t h e disc ipl ine of c r imina l jus t ice h i s to ry can expect in t h e 
n ine t ies to be invigora ted by a var ie ty of newcomers , w h i c h can be seen as 
we l come new m e m b e r s , i t still has some old bus iness to f inish. As so m u c h 
progress has been m a d e already, i t can be expected tha t t he n e w c o m e r s will 
h e l p pave t he way for m o r e inte l l igent a n d c o m m u n i c a b l e syntheses . T h i s 
i s especially t h e case as t h e statistical a n d theoret ica l a p p r o a c h has he lped 
e n o r m o u s l y to pu t s o m e b o u n d s a r o u n d t h e b road t r e n d s o f c r im ina l a n d 
c r imina l jus t ice b e h a v i o r a n d i t appea r s tha t we a r e on t h e verge of s o m e 
genera l , i f still no t ve ry highly formal ized consensus abou t t h e b road out
l ines of c r imina l a n d c r imina l jus t ice behav io r over t h e past several hun 
d red years.(lO) As J i m S h a r p e a rgues in his essay a n d as Jan S u n d i n p o i n t s 
out in his conc lus ion to th is v o l u m e , t h e careful compi la t ion of v a r i o u s 
local s tudies in Sweden , Eng land a n d e l sewhere by these scholars a n d 
o the r s (e.g. mos t no tab ly of late t h e Swedish h is tor ian Eva Ós t e rbe rg a n d 
t h e B r i t i s h - A m e r i c a n h is tor ian Lawrence S t o n e ) ( l l ) , d e m o n s t r a t e t h a t 
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whereas the re does seem to be some ser ious evidence for a d o w n t u r n in 
personal v io lence from the late medieval to the m o d e r n indus t r ia l per iod 
( interest ingly enough , though as yet not expla ined why, be ing mos t noti
ceable in several societies in the s ixteenth th rough e ighteenth centur ies ) , i t 
is highly deba tab le tha t the re was any dist inct increase in p rope r ty offenses 
over the long haul , or any par t icular l ink between u rban iza t ion , industr ia
lization a n d c r i m e in the m o d e r n per iod, as m a n y theor is ts have a rgued in 
the past.(12) U s i n g this qui te excit ing and impor t an t issue as j u s t one 
example , we can see w h e r e both t rad i t ional historical work and some new 
conscious theo r i z ing still need to be conduc ted if we a re to u n d e r s t a n d our 
past wi th an eye to deve lop ing intel l igent policies for ou r fu ture . 

A n d w h e r e a s statistics and the c o m p u t e r will still be necessary to he lp 
sort out w h a t appea r to be the m a j o r ques t ions on the research ho r i zon of 
c r imina l jus t ice his tory of the ninet ies , a big ques t ion m a r k r e m a i n s abou t 
wha t the i r specific role will be. The i r can be no ques t ion , however , tha t 
c r imina l jus t ice his tory as centra l to both the u n d e r s t a n d i n g of popu la r 
values and menta l i t i es and of ins t i tu t ions and g rand processes will conti
n u e to th r ive in t he next decade as i t has in t he past two. 

T h e first four essays in this v o l u m e all concern the early m o d e r n per iod, 
which now is one of the most exci t ing areas for c r imina l jus t i ce history. 
Each of the a u t h o r s is a leading figure in th is en te rpr i se a n d has publ i shed 
widely before . W h i l e the essays by Dieder iks , Sharpe , a n d S u n d i n concen
t ra te p r imar i ly on c r ime t rends , Sp ie renburg ' s focusses on t h e early de
v e l o p m e n t of t he pr ison. W h a t uni tes these essays, however , is the i r at
t empt to c o m e to t e r m s with t he mode rn i za t i on thesis, w h i c h seems to be 
of great concern to a great m a n y scholars of th is per iod even if all of the 
a u t h o r s a r e keen to a rgue against i t in one way or ano the r . T h o u g h n o n e of 
t he essays relies on complicated or h ighly sophist icated c o u n t i n g a n d 
quan t i t a t ive p rocedures , all of t h e m a re qui te sophis t icated in dec id ing 
w h a t should be coun ted a n d how i t should be coun ted . Pe rh ap s , because 
statistics themse lves a re less avai lable for t h e p r e - m o d e r n per iod t h a n for 
t he m o d e r n per iod , early m o d e r n h i s to r ians t end to be m o r e skeptical 
abou t the i r da ta a n d m o r e caut ious in the i r ca lcula t ions . P e r h a p s o n e of 
t he m a j o r c o n t r i b u t i o n s these essays m a k e i s indeed the i r sensible state
m e n t s abou t m e t h o d , s t a tements wh ich mode rn i s t s could learn m u c h 
f rom. 

J i m Sharpe ' s essay on »Quant i f ica t ion and the His tory of C r i m e in Ear ly 
M o d e r n Eng land : P r o b l e m s and Resul ts« can be read as a k ind of second 
in t roduc t ion to th i s v o l u m e . Sha rpe p rov ides an excellent overv iew to t h e 
extens ive w o r k tha t has been publ i shed by h i s to r ians of c r i m e a n d jus t i ce 
in early m o d e r n Bri ta in , inc luding his own exempla ry work , a n d a cau t ious 
w a r n i n g abou t t h e possible uses a n d misuses of c r imina l jus t ice statistics 
wh ich can wel l serve as a w a r n i n g and a guide to early m o d e r n h i s to r ians 
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in all coun t r i es . S ta r t ing with the basic p remise tha t t he »usefulness of 
quant i f ica t ion for h i s to r i ans of c r ime is largely d e p e n d e n t on w h a t they 
coun t a n d the i r r easons for do ing so,« which he d e m o n s t r a t e s in a wide 
var ie ty of ways t h r o u g h o u t his essay, he proceeds to de l inea te in a balan
ced, crit ical, a n d i l l umina t i ng fashion » the ma in l ines in c r ime a n d pu
n i s h m e n t be tween 1550 a n d 1800« in Eng land . 

In gu id ing us t h r o u g h the m a n y c o m m u n i t y s tudies wr i t ten of late by 
Bri t ish h is tor ians , he w a r n s how the p r e 1800 statistics a r e often biased by 
cons ide ra t ions of weal th , a n d t h u s t he statistics t end to great ly u n d e r c o u n t 
t h e actual a m o u n t of c r i m e tha t took place. F u r t h e r m o r e , he cau t ions tha t 
t h e scat tered a n d f ragmented evidence avai lable to h i s to r ians of t he per iod 
m i g h t not be r ep resen ta t ive of the b roade r p ic ture . But do ing his best to 
piece toge the r t h e b road pa t te rn of c r imina l t r ends wh ich t h e best of t he 
Bri t ish w o r k del ineates , he a rgues tha t t he re was indeed a great d r o p in 
c r i m e f rom t h e 1500s to t h e 1700s, bu t tha t th is m a y have been m u c h a 
result of a p r o n o u n c e d »shift away f rom high levels of prosecut ion for 
p rope r ty offenses.« Still, he conc ludes tha t »any no t ion of a t rans i t ion 
f rom a ' feudal ' c r imina l i ty based on violence to a a ' m o d e r n ' o n e based on 
p rope r ty c r imes c a n n o t be sus ta ined f rom s ix teenth and seven teen th centu
ry c r imina l statistics.« 

W h i l e c r imina l jus t i ce his tory m i g h t be m o r e highly developed in Bri
tain t h a n in a n y o the r coun t ry , t he D u t c h h i s to r ians Pie ter S p i e r e n b u r g 
a n d H e r m a n Diede r ik s a n d the Swedish h is tor ian Jan S u n d i n d e m o n s t r a t e 
in the i r essays tha t H o l l a n d a n d Sweden do not lag far b e h i n d in th is field. 
D i e d e r i k s ' a n d S u n d i n ' s essays a re s imi lar to Sha rpe ' s in tha t t hey bo th 
focus p r imar i l y on c r i m e t r e n d s in the i r respect ive coun t r i e s a n d bo th 
conf ron t t h e m o d e r n i z a t i o n a r g u m e n t wi th skept ic ism. D iede r ik s bases h is 
s tudy, ent i t led » Q u a n t i t y a n d Qual i ty in Histor ical Research in C r i m i n a 
lity a n d C r i m i n a l Just ice: T h e Case of Leiden in t he 17th a n d 18th Cen tu 
r i e s ^ on t h e analys is of circa 5,200 c r imina l cases in a m e d i u m - s i z e d 
D u t c h city k n o w n today for its universi ty , bu t in t h e per iod he s tudies 
d o m i n a t e d by t h e texti le t r ade . 

A b o v e all D i e d e r i k s i s conce rned wi th tes t ing several di f ferent theor ies 
w h i c h h a v e often been used to explain ups a n d d o w n s in c r i m e t r e n d s over 
long per iods , par t icu la r ly t h e m o d e r n i z a t i o n theory , t h e state bu i ld ing 
t heo ry a n d t h e t heo ry tha t c r i m e i s largely a t t r ibu tab le to e c o n o m i c de
v e l o p m e n t . T h o u g h he m i g h t be guil ty o f a s s u m i n g too m u c h famil iar i ty 
on t h e pa r t o f t h e r eade r wi th these theor ies , h is essay m a k e s an impress ive 
case agains t t h e m o d e r n i z a t i o n a r g u m e n t by sor t ing out a n d c h a r t i n g 
t i m e - s e r i e s t r e n d s in v io len t a n d p roper ty offenses in Leiden wi th special 
a t t en t ion to cons ide ra t ions of gender , occupat ion , ups a n d d o w n s in t h e 
bus iness cycle a n d t h e local texti le indus t ry ,and i m m i g r a t i o n a n d emigra
t ion . 
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Sund in ' s essay » C u r r e n t Trends in the His tory of C r i m e and C r i m i n a l 
Just ice: Some Conc lus ions , with Special Reference to the Swedish Ex
p e r i e n c e ^ though placed at the end of the v o l u m e because i t helps serve 
the pu rpose of a conc lud ing essay, in forms us of the exci t ing work that is 
n o w going on in Sweden . Also i t e laborates on Sharpens w a r n i n g s abou t the 
dange r s in us ing c r imina l statistics by using some i l lumina t ing Swedish 
examples of local c r ime studies in the early m o d e r n per iod. Like both 
S h a r p e a n d Dieder iks , Sund in pays special a t tent ion to the mode rn i za t i on 
thesis . T h o u g h he a n d Eva Os te rbe rg and o thers find tha t Swedish local 
s tudies in the early m o d e r n per iod show a dist inct d o w n t u r n in c r imina l 
v io lence between the 16th and 18th centur ies , he too dis t rusts t he moder
n iza t ion thesis of N o r b e r t Elias a n d o thers par t icular ly because t he re was 
no m e a s u r a b l e increase in proper ty offenses unt i l well after the Second 
World War (much later t h a n the theory calls for). With this in mind , Sun-
d in calls for m o r e in terdisc ip l inary work and , above all, m o r e contact bet
ween people s tudying different t ime per iods a n d different coun t r i es to 
avoid over lapp ing a n d r e d u n d a n t studies and to sort out the modern iza 
t ion thesis once and for all . F ina l ly he suggests that scholars may be guilty 
of late of t ry ing to be too subt le in thei r app roaches a n d theor ies and have 
the reby erred recently in over look ing the old s tandby that c r ime is pri
mar i ly a funct ion of social and economic condi t ions , especially pover ty 
a n d e thnici ty . 

P ie ter Sp ie renburg ' s essay, »Pr i soners and Beggars: Quan t i t a t ive Data 
on I m p r i s o n m e n t in H o l l a n d a n d H a m b u r g , 1597-1752,« whi le also ma
k ing a con t r ibu t ion to t h e modern iza t ion a r g u m e n t , t akes us in a different 
d i rec t ion by focussing on the deve lopmen t of incarcera t ion . Met iculously 
a s sembl ing a n d ana lyz ing data from Dutch and G e r m a n rasphouses , spin-
houses , pr ison registers a n d log books from the late 16th to the m i d 18th 
cen tury , he p rov ides s t ra ight forward quant i ta t ive ev idence to d i sprove 
Foucau l t ' s n o w popu la r a r g u m e n t about » the bi r th of t he pr ison.« Whe
reas Foucau l t i s w o n t to d e m o n s t r a t e sudden t r ans fo rma t ions in pena l 
pract ice a n d in his tory in general , Sp ie renburg sees t h e g rowth of impri 
s o n m e n t as a slow a n d gradua l , deve lopmenta l process beg inn ing well be
fore Foucau l t a n d o the r s have argued. Sp ie renburg ' s evidence also is used 
to a r g u e tha t the raison d 'e t re for i m p r i s o n m e n t was to act as a sur rogate 
family a n d t h u s to r e fo rm the m o r a l charac te r o f t h e p r i soners , m o r e t h a n 
i t was to con t r ibu te to t h e economic welfare of t h e state, as a rgued by 
G e o r g e R u s c h e a n d o thers . W h i l e not directly stated pe rhaps , Spieren
burg ' s essay also calls t h e modern iza t ion a r g u m e n t in to quest ion by sug
gest ing implicit ly tha t t he r e was no great percept ib le change in pr ison 
popu l a t i ons and der ivate ly in c r imina l activity as society moved f rom t h e 
p r e - i n d u s t r i a l to t he indus t r ia l per iod. 

W h e r e a s Sharpe 's , Dieder iks ' , Sund in ' s a n d Sp ie renburg ' s essays all have 
a great deal in c o m m o n , th is is somewha t less t r u e of the four essays 
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wri t ten by the m o d e r n h is tor ians in this v o l u m e . For one t h i n g they have 
m u c h m o r e data a t the i r disposal - trial records , g o v e r n m e n t a n d police 
statistics, newspape r accounts , and plentiful social a n d e c o n o m i c census 
in fo rma t ion . Th i s surfeit of in format ion br ings both oppor tun i t i e s a n d 
p r o b l e m s in its wake . W h i l e they appea r to have the data ava i lab le to t reat 
a wider var ie ty of theoret ical a n d historical conce rns t h a n p e r h a p s do the 
early modern i s t s , they also have greater p r o b l e m s involved in deve lop ing 
mean ingfu l s ampl ing strategies a n d emp loy ing the p rope r quan t i t a t i ve 
t echn iques . P e r h a p s for these reasons , they often w o r k in h a r m o n y wi th 
stat is t icians. I t should be noted he re tha t because of strict d e m a n d s on 
space, m u c h of t he most e labora te technical discussion and ev idence in t h e 
Pol ish and N e w Zea land con t r ibu t ions had to be cut out . 

Th i s said, t he differences between the c o n c e r n s of m o d e r n i s t s a n d ear ly 
m o d e r n i s t s a re not so great as i t m igh t seem f rom the par t i cu la r essays in 
th i s v o l u m e . I f t he m o d e r n i s t s ' essays do not focus, for ins tance , as m u c h 
on m o d e r n i z a t i o n theory, that is not because m o d e r n i z a t i o n is no t a con
cern to h i s to r i ans w o r k i n g on the indus t r ia l a n d pos t - indus t r i a l per iod for 
i t has been indeed a cent ra l concern of m u c h of t he w o r k in t h e field to 
date.(13) T h o u g h it is a centra l concern , however , it is a conce rn wh ich 
obviously i s in compet i t ion wi th m a n y o the r i m p o r t a n t c o n c e r n s as t he 
essays of B o d e n h a m e r , Gruszczynska a n d Kaczynska , Weinberger , a n d 
Hasle t t a n d F a i r b u r n d e m o n s t r a t e . But, w h a t e v e r the focus of the i r w o r k , 
t h e m o d e r n i s t s a r e usually jus t as conce rned as t he early m o d e r n i s t s to 
couch the i r quan t i t a t ive a r g u m e n t s in a solid qual i ta t ive f r a m e w o r k a n d to 
be cau t ious abou t t he use of c r ime statistics. 

M o d e r n i z a t i o n conce rns a re not ent i rely absen t in t he four m o d e r n i s t s ' 
essays here , however , as t he A m e r i c a n h is tor ian Dav id B o d e n h a m e r de
m o n s t r a t e s in his essay, » C r i m i n a l Sen t enc ing in A n t e b e l l u m A m e r i c a : A 
N o r t h - S o u t h C o m p a r i s o n . « In his con t r ibu t ion , he focusses h is d iscuss ion 
on c o m p a r i n g sen tenc ing practices in two A m e r i c a n states in t h e p re -c iv i l 
w a r per iod - t h e compara t ive ly u r b a n a n d indus t r ia l , n o n - s l a v e - h o l d i n g , 
n o r t h e r n state o f I nd i ana wi th t he m o r e rura l a n d agr icu l tura l , s l ave -ho l 
d ing , s o u t h e r n state of Georg ia . T h e m o d e r n i z a t i o n a r g u m e n t , as he sees it, 
wou ld lead o n e to expect tha t t h e m o r e » m o d e r n « state o f I n d i a n a w o u l d 
have been m o r e conce rned to prosecute p rope r ty offenses m o r e v igorous ly 
t h a n t h e less » m o d e r n « state of Georg ia . But B o d e n h a m e r f inds t ha t th i s 
d id not h a p p e n . Desp i t e t he m a r k e d diss imilar i ty in t he e c o n o m i c orga
n iza t ion of t h e t w o states a n d the fact t ha t t h e two states invested d i f ferent 
bod ies wi th t h e power to sen tence ( jur ies of peers in Ind i ana , t h e j u d g e in 
Georg ia ) , B o d e n h a m e r conc ludes tha t » the cha rac te r of jus t i ce in t h e ear ly 
repub l ic was m o r e a l ike t h a n different .« I t shou ld a lso be no ted tha t in 
f ind ing plea b a r g a i n i n g to be a fairly w i d e - s p r e a d pract ice in bo th states 
»well in a d v a n c e of t h e t ime mos t schola rs assign for its e m e r g e n c e s 
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B o d e n h a m e r believes tha t his evidence fu r the r calls t he m o d e r n i z a t i o n 
a r g u m e n t in to ques t ion . 

T h e mode rn i za t i on theory again comes in to play in the Polish scholars ' 
Beata Gruszczynska a n d Elzbieta Kaczynska ' s essay »Poles in the Russ ian 
Pena l System a n d Siberia as a Pena l C o l o n y (1815-1914),« even if they do 
no t m e n t i o n i t explicitly in the i r text. In th is p ionee r ing a t t empt to m a k e 
s o m e sense out of t h e f ragmenta ry a n d highly ques t ionab le Russ ian cri
m i n a l jus t ice statistics (it is p e r h a p s the first quant i ta t ive ly based c r imina l 
jus t i ce his tory essay on n ine teen th cen tu ry Po land wr i t ten by Poles 
themselves) , they find that theft and o the r p roper ty offenses actually de
cl ined in the n ine t een th cen tu ry whi le persona l offenses increased. This , of 
course , r u n s con t ra ry to the mode rn i za t i on hypothes is , bu t i t i s s o m e t h i n g 
tha t has been noted for several o ther wes te rn societies in t he s ame per iod. 
T h e real impor t ance of the i r essay, however , is in the i r quan t i t a t ive do
c u m e n t a t i o n of t he severity of the Russ ian pena l system, par t icular ly for 
t h e Pol ish popu la t ion . O n e expects tha t the i r w o r k will significantly he lp 
cha r t the pa th for fu ture object ive inves t igat ions of c r imina l jus t ice hi
story in Eastern E u r o p e u n d e r tsarist a n d c o m m u n i s t rule . 

Quan t i t a t i ve evidence, t hough plentiful , is used in t h e Engl ish h is tor ian 
Barbara Weinberger ' s essay, » T h e Ecology of C r i m e : B i r m i n g h a m in t he 
T h i r d Q u a r t e r o f t h e N ine t een th C e n t u r y , « m o r e to d o c u m e n t t he existen
ce of a marg ina l i zed prole tar ia t which was then k n o w n as » t h e c r imina l 
class« a n d to shed light on t he labor a n d genera l social a n d economic 
his tory of Eng land in the per iod she s tudies t h a n to p rove or d i sprove a 
par t i cu la r hypothesis . P robab ly t he s t rength of he r paper , in fact, is he r 
de m o ns t r a t i on , t h r o u g h the combina t ion of quan t i t a t ive a n d qual i ta t ive 
evidence , how a marg ina l ized »cr imina l class« was in a very real way 
created by the ac t ions of t he na t iona l g o v e r n m e n t a n d t h e local au thor i t i es , 
especially as i t fit in wi th the i r own ideological p reconcep t ions and poli
tical goals and , s t rangely enough pe rhaps , fu r thered social cohes ion . 

T h e final essay in th is v o l u m e was wr i t ten by two N e w Zea l and scholars , 
S t ephen Haslet t a n d Miles F a i r b u r n . Ent i t led » In te rp rov inc ia l Differences 
in t he Rates of M i n o r C r i m e s of Violence a n d Rela ted Di so rde r s in New 
Zea land , 1853-1949,« th is essay proves tha t quan t i t a t ive m e t h o d s in cri
m i n a l jus t ice his tory a re now being used in near ly every c o r n e r of t he 
ea r th . The i r essay is no t only highly quan t i t a t ive , i t is by far a n d away t h e 
mos t sophist icated ma thema t i ca l con t r ibu t ion to t h e v o l u m e , a n d scholars 
m a y find i t par t icular ly useful for its methodolog ica l c o n t r i b u t i o n . In th i s 
essay they c o n t i n u e on the pa th tha t they star ted out on in an essay wh ich 
appea red in t he J o u r n a l of Social His tory in 1986, in wh ich they a rgued 
t ha t t ime-se r i e s t r e n d s in N e w Zea land c r i m e rates w e r e highly l inked to 
w h a t they t e rm »social a t o m i s m « a n d »social deficiency.« In th is essay 
they use va r ious factor analyt ical so lu t ions of »poo led« t ime- se r i e s data 
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f rom each of the n ine New Zea land prov inces to see if t h e exp lana to ry 
mode l they used in the i r earl ier na t iona l s tudy appl ied to t he ind iv idua l 
h is tor ies of each p rov ince . The i r resul ts showed that i t did a n d it d idn ' t , 
bu t tha t i t did m o r e than i t d idn ' t . They a re to be par t icular ly congra tu la t ed 
for the i r pa ins t ak ing efforts to replicate t he results of the i r ear l ier s tudy, 
repl icat ion be ing absolutely necessary to t he cause of fu r the r ing theore t ica l 
knowledge in all sciences, na tu ra l or social. But one canno t bu t feel tha t if 
they a re to have the i r a r g u m e n t used to he lp i l lumina te the his tory of o the r 
»f ront ie r« and »new« societies, as they would like, they p robab ly need to 
t ry even h a r d e r to clarify both t he c o m m o n - s e n s e a n d historical under 
p i n n i n g s of the i r theoret ical cons t ruc ts . 

Th i s hopeful ly gent le a d m o n i t i o n should in fairness be ex tended to near
ly all of the a u t h o r s (myself inc luded) a n d i t should be fu r the r ex tended to 
all scholars w o r k i n g in t he field of quan t i t a t ive history, par t icu la r ly those 
us ing quant i f ica t ion to address a theoret ica l issue. » M o d e r n i z a t i o n « is a 
par t icu lar ly good case in poin t especially as i t is e i ther at t h e forefront or 
in t h e b a c k g r o u n d of near ly all of t he essays in t he v o l u m e . Nea r ly all of 
t he a u t h o r s seem in ag reemen t that » m o d e r n i z a t i o n « does not adequa te ly 
explain e i ther c r ime or jus t ice t rends . But wha t is » m o d e r n i z a t i o n ? « Is i t a 
theory , an a r g u m e n t , an issue, or j u s t a h o b b y horse? Too often scholars 
a s s u m e tha t readers s imply k n o w w h a t i t is. But do they? Is i t s imply to be 
t aken to m e a n tha t over t ime societies a re to be expected to have decrea
s ing rates of v io lence and increas ing rates of theft as they b e c o m e m o r e 
capitalist ic? Or is i t to m e a n tha t ind iv idua ls become m o r e greedy bu t 
m o r e discipl ined and m o r e docile? Or tha t both societies a n d ind iv idua l s 
become m o r e h u m a n e ? O r w h a t ? T h e t h e o r y / a r g u m e n t / i s s u e / b e l i e f ha s 
a rguab ly been so d o m i n a n t in m o d e r n wes tern t h i n k i n g tha t i t l ikely will 
t ake m u c h m o r e solid p o u n d i n g away to send i t to its p robab ly well deser
ved grave . But m a y b e c r imina l jus t ice h i s to r ians in t he n ine t ies m i g h t 
t h i n k abou t l ead ing the way toward t h e deve lopmen t of a new a n d far 
be t te r e labora ted theory to explain l o n g - t e r m t r ends in social a n d asocial 
behav io r . Or m a y b e the decons t ruc t ionis t s , radical feminis ts , a n d 
eve ry -day life h i s to r i ans a re r ight tha t no theory i s bet ter t h a n a n y theo ry 
at all . 

Notes 

* Hea r ty t h a n k s to K o n r a d Ja rausch for his suppor t for th i s v o l u m e a n d 
for his helpful , crit ical c o m m e n t s on several of t h e essays at t h e In t e rna 
t iona l Congres s of His tor ical Sciences m e e t i n g in M a d r i d on Augus t 31 , 
1990. 1 wou ld also l ike to t h a n k my wife, M a r y Alice O r r J o h n s o n , for h e r 
h e l p in so m a n y ways, not least of wh ich was t imely h e l p in t h e copy 
ed i t ing of th is v o l u m e . 
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