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THE STUDY DOCUMENTS — SOURCES FOR A HISTORY OF THE
INTERWAR HIGHER EDUCATION IN TRANSYLVANIA.
CASE STUDY: THE ORADEA ACADEMY OF LAW

Florentina Chirodea”

Abstract: As a part and an important, even determinant reseun the complex
process of national culture development, educatias always been a topic addressed
by the Romanian history researchers. Educationbdeen given the greatest attention
in partial monographs and monographs of branchesdxfcation up to syntheses and
treatises because its evolution has been a paheoRomanians’ economic, social and
political development. The present study bringe the attention of the historians an
unpublished category of documents — study docunusets or issued by the university
or academic secretariats. The case study focuseth@rOradea Academy of Law
students’ quantitative data processing mainly ugbe Romanian period of the
institution. The tables and graphs complete théupécof the students’ life on the west
frontier of Great Romania while the analyses of ttecuments bring about new
information in the study of the intellectual elite.

Keywords: study documents, higher education in Transylva@imdea Academy of
Law

Introduction

The role that the higher education institutions ehawm the developing and
strengthening of a state gives them a double featur the one hand, the formation of skilled
labor, according to the demand existing in theetgciand on the other hand, the participation
in the development of science and culture, respagtitheir mass distribution. The
intellectual elite formation was not a constantgess, in the evolution of higher education
being recorded times of crisis in which there is'@erproduction” or "excess" of graduates
in relation to their employability chances. The pbmenon, appeared almost in all the
European countries during 1830-1890, it is alssgmein the intger-war period, especially
around 1930. The specialists that have noticednti@lance between the request and offer

! This paper was published in Sofiipos, Gabriel Moisa, Mircea Brie, Florin Sfrengeu, IGumenai (coord.),
The Historian’s Atelier: Sources, Methods, Intetateons Academia Rom\n[, Centrul de Studii Transilvane,
Cluj-Napoca, 2012, ISBN: 978-973-7784-84-1, p. 24%-
" Ph.D., research assistant in Institute of Euramegi Studies, University of Oradea, e-mail:
fchirodea@uoradea.ro
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for the university graduates have characterised pfienomenon as a ,dangerous social
disfunction”, in terms of a potential high levelwiemployment among the intellectfals

In this context, investigating the instructive —uedtional process in Transylvania
must be made taking into account their integratidn the socio - historical conditions of
development of the interwar society, the reseaalidn’'t be made without consulting the
original documentary sources. The issue of thosedategories of actors, the teaching staff
and the students, which define the activity of théest high schools in a vast region of
Eastern Europe, The Oradea Academy of Law, is ekterand pursues the dynamic of the
institution in its natural correlation witthe development of other places of culture and
science. Respondind during the 150 years of existém a ,large demand” of the population
from the area ,Bihor, Salaj, Satmar and the whokestern region of bordel” forming
generations of lawyers who, then, made the schodl the Romanian culture proud, the
Academy of Oradea functioned in a region ,seertraseg)ic area, to which it is easy to get to
from Budapest on road, railway or radio and folldwby irredentisn® The period
1919 — 1934, known as ,the Romanian stags”the Academy, influenced by the cultural
offensive, which followed the Great Unirit is marqued by the important transformations in
the development of the high education and the paaf structuring the educational
institutions. Another important factor was also kbgislation of the academic education from
this stage, the ellaboration of the frame for mgjtihe high education needed enough time

In the absence of such legislation, the study dacusthat were used or issued by the
Academy’s secretary for keeping the record of stteland their professional evolution had
been elaborated and written under the institutidaisctioning regulations, the latter being
approved by the Hungarian authorities in 1911. fdsearch of these new sources involves
the usage of analysis on the document and the itptarg processing of the data goes to
statistic methods specific to the research of dlistory, in order to complete the picture of
the inter-war student life at the western bordethefGreat Romania.

Study documents used or issued by the secretary thle Academy

Inside the National Archives — Bihor and Cluj Couervices, there are testimonies
of registration of students at the Oradea Acadefriyaw, which are made ,under certificate
of the successful completion of high school, classid modern, accompanied by the proof of
the adulthood exam, capacity or baccalaureate”udst the registration of students were
made at the beginning of every school year by stilmgia file containing: the proof of
graduation from high school - high school diplomiecertificate of maturity, extracted from
the transcript, nationality certificate, certifieadbf morality and certificate of need, in case of
seeking social support from the Academy.

2 Fritz Ringer, , The quantitative approach” in WalRiiegg (coord.)A History of the University in Europe. Vol.
[ll, Universities in the nineteenth and early twiettt Centuries (1800 — 1945Cambridge Univerity Press,
2004, p. 234

¥ Memoriu cu privire la Facultatea de Drept ,Regelar@l II” din Oradea, Tiparul Tipografiei Diecezane,
Oradea, 1933, p. 3-4

* Lucian Leytean,Romaniasi Ungaria in cadrul ,Noii Europe” (1920 — 1923)Polirom Press, k& 2003,
p. 172-174

®> Dorel Maiu, AugustinTarau, ,Academia de Drept din Oradea — repere istoriceAletheig nr. 13/2002,
Oradea, University of Oradea Press, 2002, p. 39

® Lucian Leytean,op.cit, p. 94-99

" We refer to theUniversity Autonomy Lavadopted in 1931respectively theLaw for organizing higher
educationpublished in the Official Gazetttfom 22 April 1932. SeéAntologia legilor invizgmantului din
Romaénia, Sciences of Education InstituBiblishing, Bucurgi, 2006.
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Based on this file, at the beginning of each seeneste student completed the
transcript sheet, a standard form in which iderdiion data were recorded, namely the:
name, year, month, date and place of birth, ratigind nationality. Besides these, there were
needed information regarding the father’'s or thgaleguardian’s name, respectively ,his
condition and residence” (profession and residenid®} previous studies are listed in section
which aims the obtained maturity certificate, spaeg the date, number and appointment of
the institution that issued the proof of gradu#teother category of information refferes to
the schollarships the student obtained, the quamatuaithe foundation which gives it, as well
as data reffering to the military situation mengédnn the category ,,it is voluntary this year”.
In the second part of the document every studempéeted the name of the classes he wanted
to attend during the semester, specifying the weekmber of hours and the titular teacher.
At the end of the document, the student had toadecjfthe residence from the locality”, all
the data being recorded on their own oath undegir,ibwn signature”. The transcript sheets
were filed at the Secretary of the Academy, whaiaed them per year of study and in
alphabetical order of students, for the extraomdiremes (meaning those who graduated the
high school classes but without the baccalaureamgusing a form in another color in order
to be easy to identify. The order given by theigamt Council in 1919, through which the
citizens of the Transylvania Province have thetrighuse their mother tongue in written as
well as verbally permitted the completion of thangcript sheets forms in Hungarian until
1921, from September the same year the documeing lbempleted only in Romanian.
Another aspect that needs to be emphasized isatheéhat until 1934 these study documents
had the same standardized format, until 1921 writteHungarian, from September the same
year Romanian being used.

Based upon the transcript sheets are completed ridescripts For the academic
years 1919 — 1920 and 1920 — 1921 there are useest@l registers, with a standardized
form, written in Hungarian, in which the students eegistered in alphabetical order, per year
of study and on categories (ordinary and extraaingin

The category of such a register coincides with ¢thalhe transcript sheet, the transcript
being only a procedure of centralized emphasizirgjuadents and the classes they enrolled in.
Moreover, beginning with the school year 1921-1982he consulted archive funds, this type
of study document have never been found.

The fundamental exams and that of bachelor degreepablic and oral. At the
beginning of every exam session, the students assgned on lists posted by the Dean of
the Faculty, specifying the day, hour and placéhefexam. Every examiner teacher received
from the Dean’s office the list of the candidates the examination accompanied by a form
of protocol for each student. The grades givemateixam vary from 0 to 20, in order to pass
the student needed to get at least 12. The resthedundamental exams is established by a
committee formed by examiner teachers, presidetidypean and it is registered in tBeam
Register Made in each session, in this document were tergid the equivalences of the
grades obtained by the students at the fundamewrtahs I, Il and Ill. The results of the
examinations were equivalented as follows: for1Rel3-14 grades — it is given the mention
admitted with majority; 14-15-16 — admitted in umaity; 17-18 — admitted with a distinction
with the majority of votes; 19-20 — admitted witistthction with the unanimity of votes. The
student who was noted with 10 at one object, artdeadther disciplines had at least 15, could
pass the exam with the decision of the examinimgrodtee, fact registered in the observation
category in the register. The candidate rejectéth8s at the same discipline was declared a
failure and he could repeat the whole fundamentaireof that year in the following session.

At the end of schooling and after promoting thedamental exams, the students
received a graduating certificate, tAbsolutory Along with the baccalaureate diploma and
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the extract of birth, the Absolutory completed #pplication for the registration in the license
exam. Not a diploma, the studies document had, hemven official form through which it
was certified the attendance to classes of theugtad mentioning the listened colleges,
teachers and the grades obtained at the exam$ieAertd it was specified the candidate’s
academic conduct at the bachelor degree exam, dhantent being confirmed by “the
signature of the Dean and the seal of the Law Acgte

For the students who passed the fundamental exathsha bachelor degree exam
with majority of votes it was granted the title tlieinsed in Law”, and those who promoted
with unanimity of votes received the titjmagna cum laude” The distinction was recorded
also on the diploma, being conferred in a solemetme in front of the teachers and the
students of the Faculty. The diploma was giverheartame of is R.M the King, had the seal
of the Academy and it was signed by the Public Btlan and Religious Affairs Minister, the
Dean and the graduate. In the studied archivesftimere is no copy of this study document,
so the information about these documents are téken the correspondence that the Law
Academy of Oradea had with the Ministry of Educatio

Once with the approval of theroject of modifying the Regulation of the Oradea
Faculty of Law in 1931, the academic school of Oradea was peuinib give also the “title
of PhD in Law”, with the possibility of issuing twdiplomas: one for legal sciences,
respectively political-economic sciences. The Pitl® is given to the candidates who
sustained “a printed thesis upon a subject fromspiexialty chosen by the candidate”, after
promoting successfully the exams of the two yedrdoatorate studies. The thesis is being
sustained in front of a committee formed by a ahaim and two members, the subject of the
thesis being approved by the Dean and the presaleghe thesis and registered in a Register
of thesis of the Faculty. The appreciation of thakns done with the unanimous vote of the
commission, by providing grades like sufficientefby good, very good and very good with
praise, the PhD students who get the last qualifting the right to be called “winners of
Oradea Faculty of Law”.

The study documents — sources for a quantitativepproach of the student body

During the period that lasts from the end of tistFVorld War until the end of the
Second one, the Romanian law faculties reach thaxim development on what concerns the
number of departments as well as that of studemdsgeaduates. The students’s statistics, at
the level of the 1928-1929 academic year, shows ttiea majority of those enrolled were
studying law (38,63%), then Letters and Philisog2%,58%) and only in the third row Exact
Sciences Faculties (16,84%), the last place bewegpied by graduates of secondary studies
enrolled at Veterinary Medicin (0,93%). In consemges the majority of students in Romania
wanted to become lawyers, thinking also to a malitcareet. For instance, at the Facuculty
of Law in Bucharest, there were, during the 19333L8cademic year, 30 departments — of
which four of Civil Law. The number of students tbis faculty gets to 6825 in the same
academic year, and that of graduates to 990 —igge$t number of graduates of a faculty in
the country. A similar situation is also at the LEaculty at the University of lasi, as well as
that of the University of Cldj the latter having enrolled, in 1932-1933, 181&ishts°.

8 Vlad Georgesculstoria romanilor de la origini pia in zilele noastre3® Edition, Humanitas Publishing,
Bucursti, 1992, p. 219
® Constantin C. Giurescu (coordJstoria inwifamantului din RomaniaCompendiyu Editura Didactia si
Pedagogig, Bucurati, 1971, p. 328
19 Anuarul Universitijii Regele Ferdinand | Clyj Institutul de Arte Grafice ,Ardealul”, Cluj, 133 p. 50
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Compared to the other European universities, Lime Academy of Oradea presents
itself in more and more satisfying conditions”, may “an universitary number” of 286
students, closed to the Salamanca University ($painich “it doesn’t count at all the four
faculties only 3-400 students” at the level of 1826 academic year. Also, the University of
St. Francis - Xavier (France) enrolled in the saysar “in total 211 students at all its
faculties”, and the University of Galway (Irelanafd, in 1925, 186 students enrolled “at all
the faculties together”. In ltaly, the Oradea acaideschool could have been compared,
regarding the number of students, with the Univgrsf Ferrara — 450 students enrolled at
“three faculties and a pharmacy school”, and inZReiiland with the University of Fribourg
“researched by many strangers” with 620 studentglelil on four faculties, 150 — 160 per
faculty'".

The constant increase of the number of studentwag not influenced by the
seriousness of exams, from the data presentecdbie Tabeing able to make an analisys of the
promovability at I, 1l and Il fundamental examsspectively for those of finalizing of
studies. In consequence, based on the studied dodsinm the archive, we can state that the
number of the sustained exams followed, natur#tlg,increasing tendency of the number of
students who attended the courses of the OradeaAcademy. But, if we compare this
number to that of the sustained exams, it can Isergbd that in the 1919-1920 academic
year, only 64% of them managed to attend to asd flae exams, a promovability percent of
35% being registered at the Il fundamental exarine Tiext academic year, the exams’
promovability percent increases to 90%, besidesstinedents enrolled normally to these
exams, according to the regulation, being alsoehobo did not pass the exams in the
previous academic year, and this influenced sigafily the report between students enrolled
in a school year and the exams attended and phgdbdm.

Table 1 The promovability at the exams sustained by thedesiis of the Oradea Academy of Law
during 1919-19212

1919 — 1920 academic year 1920 — 1921 academiayea
Exams Promovability Exams Promovability
attended attended
Annual | fundamental 25 38,46% 95 58,28%
examsS Il fundamental 12 85,71% 69 100%
11l fundamental 24 33,33% 46 100%
Exams of State exam 11 100% 26 100%
finalizing of .\ exam 0 - 4 100%
studies

A different element is the law exam, which the A@ay organizes, despite the fact
that its own students did not choose this categorfinalize the studies. Constituting and
approving the examination commissions was posgibke to the fact that at the Academy
remained valid the Hungarian regulations, the aitiee in Cluj directioning to this
institution numerous requests of finalisisng ofdsts began befor the war and interrupted
because of it. It is the ase of Bejan Cornel, orieth® 4 graduates de in Legal
Sciences — prefect replacement, graduate of theelsity of Cluj in 1902, or that of Dupeza

1 Buletinul Academiei de Drept din Oradea. 1918/19927/28 Tipografiasi Libriria RomaneascS.A.
Oradea, Oradea, 1928 (furtfguletinul ..), p. 11
12 National Archives — The Bihor County Service (het A.N. — S.J.Bh.fond Academia de Drept din Oradea
dos 562/1919-1920, f. 363 and National Archiveshe Tluj County Service (further A.N. — S.J.Cfond
Facultatea de Drept Oradedile 22, f. 1
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Petru — reviewer at Sedria Orfafain Timisoara, who received the approval of the
Department of Academic Education inside the Clur8&ry in order to attend to the legal
exam in front of the commission at the Acadéiny

From the data presented in Tabfé 2 can be observed that during 1922 — 1930 the
promovability decreases compared to that from t8201- 1921 academic year, on what
concerns the Il and Ill fundamental exams, respelgtithe bachelor degree one, increasing,
in exchange, the number of students enrolled inetkeem sessions. This fact attracts the
attention of the officials of the War Ministery etiMaramures Recruiting Centre, requiring to
the Academy’s leaders a “table, with all the datadach student enrolled in the 1922 — 1923
academic year”, the legislation providing that sitedents to be “postponed” from executing
the military service “for continuating the studiesfily with the approval of the Recruiting
Section inside the mentioned ministery. The swupaniilitary officials expressed their fear
that “ a big part of the young men postponed fad&s, enroll only on papers to different
schools, for which they request postponing, ana they don’t attend the courses, minding
their own private matters, as tradeing or otherfmbwhich the postpone was approved and
the delay of military service also approved, sonighem attending only in appearance,
failing the exams due to the lack of knowledge”ohder to have a more exact record of the
students postponed from the military service, thar Wlinistery issues an order in 1921
through which the academic institutions had to f#mdvthese data annualy. After the
checking, the Sighet Recruiting Centre approvesaneimg “at studies 8 students” in the
academic year 1922-1923

Table 2. The promovability at the exams sustained by theesiis of the Oradea Academy of Law
during 1922 - 192¥
academic year academic year  academic year academic year
1922 — 1923 1923 - 1924 1924 - 1925 1927 - 1928

Exams Promova- Exams Promova- Exams Promova- Exams Promova-

attended bility [%] attendedility [%] attended bility [%] attended bility [%]

Annual | fundamental 88 61,36 97 41,23 108 54,63 102 58,82
exams Il fundamental 58 72,41 47 65,95 65 73,85 104 58,65
[ll fundamental 55 72,72 41 68,29 51 68,63 117 58,12

Exams of
finalizing
of studies

Bachelor 14 928 46 6956 52 6731 99 4343
degree exam

It must be noticed that for the period 1922-192&r®b0% of the students enrolled to
the fundamental exams passed. In 1932 it was esgist another decrease of the
promovability of exams, of a total of 446 studeatsolled, only 36% managed to pass the
exams’. Referring to the bachelor degree exam, if in 1923yraduates with diploma were
registered, 92,85% of the students enrolled foalinmg the studies, in the academic year
1927-1928, the percentage of those who passedadesresignificantly, getting to 43,43%.
From 1929 there are registered requests of grasloathe Law Faculty of Cluj to sustain the
bachelor degree exam in Oradea. Their number idigotat the secretary of the Academy
being put, until 1931, 6 requests, the graduatakisffaculty having the obligation to sustain

bidem f. 390, 392
4 There are presented data for only four acadenscsydecause, for the others, the studied arcivaiments
contain partial data on the promovability at finald fundamental exams.
¥ AN. - S.J.Cj.fond cit, file 43, f. 8si 28
® AN. — S.J.Cj.fond cit, file 117, f. 18-20, 22-24, 42-43, 55-56
" Ibidem, file 137, f. 1 - 61, file 138, f. 2 - 60 and fil&89, f. 2 - 61
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three-four extra exar Naturally, in a period of economic crisis, theideon of the students
from Cluj was influenced by the lower taxes of ekaation existing in Oradea. Also, another
category of graduates are those who graduated &lavity abroad. In order to practice law
in Romania, those who graduated abroad, equivaksd diploma in the Romanian academic
centres that had the closest curricula. At the @aafhculty, during 1928-1931 there are
registered 8 requests: 5 for the Paris Law Faaiguates, 2 for the Szeged graduates and
one for a graduate of the Faculty of Lifle

In 16 to 18 February 1934, at the Law Faculty ohd2a there are organized the first
doctoral examinations for both sections: legal awbnomic - political. The event is
mentioned in the issue of February 25of the newspdphe West Gazette" indicating
thegraduates of doctoral studies. Thus, at the iapat of Legal Sciences, the commission
formed by professors Bogdan lonescu, Aurelian JomaAlexandru Angelescu and Tiberiu
Mosoiu, declare as graduates the followings: BiankairikIWeiner and Mut (the article in the
newspaper does not mention the surname of the gieg)u Another commission formed by
professors Andrei Sigmond, George Strat, GheorgbkeoSe, Liviu Lazr and Bogdan
lonescu, declare graduates for the Department oh&muic-political Sciences the followings:
Petre Bartia (commander of the fMivision Oradea) +ated very good and praise from the
CommissionCsedd Adalbert, Vasile Avram and loan Mdfeu

In terms of age of the Academy students (Tableh@rt 1) it couldn’t be statistically
registered only the studies documents of threeeanadyears: 1919 - 1920, 1920 - 1921 and
1922 — 1923, being registered the representativa it highlighting the distribution of
students by age. Thus, the academic year 19190 48@ws a uniform distribution of those
enrolled at the Academy around the age groups leetd@ and 26 years.

Table 3. Students enrolled during 1919 - 1923 by &ye

Age
2 »n @
—_ S § 8
(]
MY @ o o o o 0o o o o o o o T > 3
Year 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 ©& & & 2 & o I
(] () (] (] () (] () (] () () (] () (] ™
> > > > > > > > > > > > > | ' I
N~ [ee] (e} o i N ™ < Lo (e} N~ e8] (o2} o L o
- i —l N N N N N N N N N N ™ ™ <
1919-1920 1 2 10 12 12 4 10 10 7 9 6 3 4 2 2 1
(95 students
in 2" sem.)

1920-1921 1 10 13 25 37 44 34 23 15 13 11 8 8 15 11 8

(273 students
in 2" sem.)

1922-1923 5 11 19 39 45 39 18 20 19 10 10 14 10 20 9 5
(294 students
in 2" sem.)

18 A.N. — S.J.Bh.fond cit, file 594/1931-1932, f. 25 and 45-53, respecyival.N. — S.J.Cj.fond cit, file 102,
f.12

9 |bidem f. 75, 78, 82-84, 99-104i Ibidem f. 20,21si 36

% Livia Ghiurcua, Luminta Zamfira Vinturache, Rodica-Mihaela TuscRodica Angela Sai, Raze de lumin

in cultura owideani interbelicz, Primus Publishing, Oradea, 2010, p. 42
! The data were taken from A.N. — S.J.Bbnd cit, file 563, 564, 565, 566, 567568
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Chart 1. Students enrolled during 1919 - 1923 by age
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For the next two academic years 1920-1921 and-1923, the data show a peak
around the age group between 21 and 23. Therdgfeayumber of listeners registered at the
Academy was, in the first academic year of the sl period, homogeneous within 8 years,
during the following years, due to the actionshaf Ruling Council, and those of the General
Secretary of Cluj, the Academy registers a largalmer of students in first year, so we do not
find the same kind of homogeneity of students didithy age groups, identifying a maximum

period of three years only (between 21 - 23 years).

The study documents - evidence for the emancipatiosf women during the
interwar period

During World War I, the Romanian woman came outrfrithe crowd once with the
enrollment of her husband, brother, son or fathethe army. The certainty of intellectual
inferiority, that justified the prohibition of pactpation in the political life, is relative, women
begin to fight against the exclusion to which thegre, traditionally, subject, starting to feel
uncomfortable between cultural references that liie number of options. Whether peasants
with household care, nurses in hospitals campaighilmed in the home front, working in
factories, having to endure war effort or the wieépoliticians, women were able to ally and
prove the legitimacy of their clainfé. The Romanian interwar mental attributes the aom
the role of wife, mother and administratrix of theuse, at an European level manifesting a
phenomenon of marginalization or exclusion of wonfiemm all activities in the areas of
public life. Even after granting the right to vopslitics continued to be the privilege of men,
women's movements must resist discourses, whidn afbught to demote the sphere of

2 Marian Pruteanu, ,Discursuri despre femeie in Raumdintre cele daurizboaie mondiale” in Alin Ciupa)
Despre femei si istoria lor in Roménia University of Bucharest Press, Bucharest, 2004,
http://ebooks.unibuc.ro/istorie/ciupala/conditiatginhtm, accessed on 1st of February 2012
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domtzee:stic. In life, employees have had to fightrearognition and equal rights to those held by
men-”,

In this context, records and transcripts storedhm Oradea Academy of Law, the
National Archives — Service of Bihor County, keepdence that record a shy beginning of
female emancipation in the Crisana region, thd 8tadent being registered in the fall of
1920. In the registry book prepared for the fietinester, Ardelean Georgina was on the 194
position, having the statute of extraordinary stud& The 18 years old young lady came
from Osand, Tinca and was the daughter of ArdeRsetru, Greek Catholic priest in the same
locality. The student of Romanian nationality, grated from the Greek-Catholic Girls Civil
School Beius™, a secondary education institution, funded in 1B9@ishop Mihail Pavel
for the future priests’, teachers’ and Romaniancifis’ wives to stop being “some illiterate
women, and to have a fine education, understarntimgcope of the intellectual job of their
husbands”. The girls school had a boarding-schagihhg supported in its mission by the
United Romanian Episcopate of Oradea, which supdoall the school’s spendings from
“their own fields’ incomes”. Converted in 1919 intee Romanian United Girls High School
in Beius, the school formed "almost all the teasheriestesses and wives of officials from
Crisana" becoming a real support for the Romanamilfes who wanted to offer a certain
degree of education to their daughtérs

Wanting a career of public official, Georgina Alesn enrolled to the Law Academy
in Oradea in the 1920 — 1921 academic year, atigntlie courses of Roman Law,
Constitutional Law, the History of Law, Politicalc&homy, Psichology, Ethics and
Accounting. Besides these disciplines, the yowaty Ihad to take a suplimentary exam at
Latins in order to be registered as ordinary studEme exam was not passed, so that the girl
registﬁ%s in the fall of 1921 again in th& lyear, being registered also as extraordinary
student’.

Her universitary road is interrupted during thenstwer of 1922, during the following
years of study Georgina Ardelean not being recormedny document prepared by the
Secretariat of the Academy of Law. Perhaps thereh@tation with which the student wanted
the emancipation was not sufficient, school fees, which were added also the
accommodation, the Academy not having a boardihgac could not be supported by a
Romanian family with a medium income.

Another graduate of the Girls High-School in BgiEmilia Horvath, follows the
example of her collegue, registering in 1922 atdterses of the Oradea Academy. After the
first semester during which she is registered asaerdinary student, the young lady is
registered in the spring of 1923 as ordinary studemom the transcript sheet we find out that
she was born on 7 January 1900 in Ciuhoi, | Bihour@ly, being the daughter of loan
Horvath, Romanian orthodox, headmaster of primahosl in Oradea, the girls graduating
the academic institution in 1925.

The process of women emancipation continues, duhe following years (Table 4)
the phenomenon of enrolling of young girls to tleeirses of the Academy increases, their
number becoming bigger from year to year.

% Angela Kershaw, Angela Kimyongiir, ,Women in Eurdgween the Wars: a Culture of Contradictions” in
Angela Kershaw, Angela KimyonguvWomen in Europe between the Watshgate Publishing, Burlington,
SUA, 2007, p. 1-2
* AN. — S.J. Bh.fond cit. file 567, f. 28
% |bidem,file 568, f. 41
% petre Dejeulnstitwiile culturale din municipiul Oradeai juderul Bihor, Tipografia Franklin, Oradea, 1937,
p.190, 245-246. See also ludital@Ger, Liceul Roméan Unit de Fete din Bgi(1896-1948). Monografie istog
Logos '94 Publishing, Oradea, 2011
" AN. — S.J. Bh.fond cit, file 569, .17
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Table 4. The number of female and male students during 19ISB3°
Total no. of

Academic year Female Men
students

1920 - 1921 273 1 272
1921 - 1922 379 1 378
1922 - 1923 294 1 293
1923 - 1924 204 5 199
1924 — 1925 219 7 212
1925 - 1926 286 8 278
1926 — 1927 296 13 283
1927 — 1928 280 15 265
1928 — 1929 311 31 281
1930 - 1931 432 41 391
1931 - 1932 557 48 509
1932 — 1933 774 67 707

Analyzing the figures we see that the number ofdie entered the Oradea Academy
of Law did not exceed 10% of all students, durirgd — 1933 the number of female
graduates being extremely 18WIn 1932 it was recorded the first female PhDn éhie legal
chain, and one student in Economic-Political S@snc These figures are additional to
those recorded at national level, women gainingriglet to plead and be part of the Bar
Lawyers since 1914. With the perspective of emplewytrin civil service jobs or pursue a
political career in Romanian universities and aoaids, dominated almost 100% of men - on
the chair and in bani begin to attend classes as ever more young ladigesvant to have
a chance in life through higher education. Facetth wiis reality, also the Romanian public
consciousness accommodates with the prospect ofrolew that women also could have in
extra-familial space, finding them suitable fortaér intellectual professiofis

Conclusions

The statistical processing of the data given bystinely documents used or issued by
the Secretary of the Law Academy of Oradea has shbw increasing trend in the number of
students enrolled at the courses of this acadenstution, in the Romanian era of the
academy’s life. The tendency is recorded, afteMttoeld War |1, also at regional, national and
European level, the large influx of graduates abselary schools towards the Law Faculties
being observed also by the researchers of the Ram&gdagogic Institute lead by professor
G. G. Antonescu, who published in 1933 the sflildg Organization of Educatiom order to
bring into the attention of the Romanian public axies of “worrying statistic§”. The

% AN. — S.J.Cjfond cit. file 24, f. 15, 21, 38, 40, 48, 57, 61, 78, 8t #N.- S.J. Bh.fond cit, file 594/1931-

1932, f. 34 and 36

2 Between 1919 and 1927, only 3 female studentslledrin Oradea Academy of Law were able to obtain a

bachelor's degree. S&uletinul ...,p. 40 - 42

% Liliana Popescu, ,Conta femeii in secolul XIX — inceputul secolului Xt Alin Ciupaki, Despre femeji

istoria lor in Roménia University of Bucharest Press, Bucharest, 200dp:/febooks.unibuc.ro/istorie

/ciupala/conditiafemeii.htm, accessed on 1st ofrraty 2012

31 Marian Pruteanupp.cit, http://ebooks.unibuc.rofistorie /ciupala/condiiaeii.htm, accessed on 1st of

February 2012

%2The coordinators of the work, Prof. GG Antonescd lsif |. Gabrea, emphasize in the introductitwe, $tudy

analyzes the Romanian education system comparethetoorganization of education in major countries

worldwide and is a work purely informal and notdafctrine Thus, in the part related to higher education,eher

were used statistics on the education in the Réartsd Romania during 1921/22 - 1928/29 and ghblil in
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research highlights the low number of students |ttt the Romanian universities in the
academic year 1928-1929 (31,154 students comparetj283,211 young men who have
completed a public school, private or religious) veell as the low number of those who get
annualy the bachelor degree and the PhD (8.2%eo$tildents enrolled manage to get their
bachelor degree and the PhD, being 1 graduate020 7inhabitants). Among the causes
identified by the authors, "to which it must intene" there are "insufficient organizational
learning opportunities, heavy taxes, the studeatse lgreat difficulty in living in the city,
especially for those from the villagesAnother drawback of the university system in
Romania, emerged from the processing of data igthydivision in higher education entirely
inadequate to the structure social life and funeeds®®. There by, at national level it was
observed that there was no concern for a judicymugh guidance to secondary and higher
education schools with practical charact&} the academic education risking to become, in
this way, “a manufacture of diplomas for lawyerstheut lawsuits®*. To avoid
"overproduction” of graduates in the legal fielik uthorities in Bucharest started, in 1932, a
radical restructuring of the Romanian higher edooatnot only of form but of substance.
After these measurements, the Law Academy of Oragesa“united”, after over a century
and a half of unstopped functioning, with the lefgaulty inside the University of Cluj, the
teachers’ staff and the students being transfeme@ctober 1934, at the Faculty of Law in
Cluj.

Despite the increase of access to a higher eduacatistudents of secondary schools,
the slow process of modernization of Romanian etlutaid not encourage women to study
but to focus on their careers as wives and motltiamsn if in the Romanian education system
there were secondary schools for girls, state dsaseorivate, the universities allowing their
access to higher studies and building professioaseders, the statistics do not mention too
many women graduates of facufty Young girls original from burgeois families, the
Romanian aristorats, have been educated in a nuaftsahools , a number very low for a
long time, have chosen to go, from the end of @ century, to Western centres that could
offer them an education at their intellectual aimhricial capacities lev&l The graduates
with baccalaureate from the €na Region have found in the Oradea Academy of aaw
solution for an education of quality compared teittlraining possibilities. It is formed, thus,
an elite women, which is a much more demandingasaaierlocutor with a distinct voice in
the interwar Romanian sociéty

In conclusion, the researches in the archivesnigelg to Universities or Academies,
allowed studying a separate category of originalrees, providing a good deal of data on

1931 by the International Bureau of Education im&e, in a material titled’organisation de l'instruction
publique dans 53 de paydata provided by Ministries of Romania, Albania,gkamd, Austria, Belgium,
Bulgaria, Czechoslovakia, Denmark, Switzerland]dfid, France, Germany, Greece, Ireland, Italy, laoa,
Japan, Norway, Netherlands, Poland, Portugal, RuSsviet, Scotland, Spain, United States, Swedearkey,
Hungary.

% G.G. Antonescu, losif I. Gabre@rganizarea ngamantului Bucurati, Institutului Pedagogic Roman Press,
1933, p. 43-44

34 Constantin C. Giurescu (coordop.cit, p. 264

% Gabriela C. CristeaReforma n§amantului. O perspectiv istorici (1864 — 1944) Editura Didactig si
Pedagogig, Bucharest, 2001, p. 267 - 268

% sjlvana Rachieru, ,Includerea/excluderea sécilfemeilor in Romania modeérn(1878-1914)” in Alin
Ciupah, Despre femeisi istoria lor in Roméania Editura Universitii din Bucursti, Bucursti, 2004,
http://ebooks.unibuc.rofistorie /ciupala/conditiafgi.htm, accessed on 2nd of February 2012

37 Lucian Nastas ltinerarii spre lumea savant Tineri din spaul romanesc la studii in singtate
(1864-1944)Cluj-Napoca, Limes Publishing, 2006, p.71-72

% Marian Pruteanwp.cit, http://ebooks.unibuc.ro/istorie /ciupala/condéiaeii.htm, accessed on 1st February
2012

254



students enrolled in higher education institution3ransylvania. We refer to acts of studies
used or issued by the secretariats of high schoBkpers and Records Transcripts, Exams’
Catalogs, Records for doctoral theses, Absolutbggtoral and Bachelor degree diplomas
having a certain documentary value for studyingititerwar academic life, the manner and
degree in which the school has contributed, by atilug young generations to prepare
specialists for various fields of economy, to sbpragress, to the development of culture and
civilization in the Great Romania In this context, the documentary funds kept ie th

National Archives Services in Cluj and Bihor Coumgferring to students of the Oradea

Academy of Law has historical value, being with estltategories of archive documents,

testimony to reconstitute panel of Oradea studénin the interwar period.
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